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briefdifcovery 
nefle of the fame, 8 of the iriconfiderablenels ofthe 
Sconcesand Forts of all the other Se@taries,indefpightand 
of all the which, an Chriftien Squidier may faftly 
to Fieaven, the dangers , 
The thought of the which may for ever for che fec- 

ling of his j and for his comfort in life and death, and 
theselore worthy ofhis molt deliberate confidesation- 
che infuing diftourle, the vanity of all novell opinions is difcovered, 
the ignorance of all che which can no way hinder aby mans happineffe: 
And the Baptifime of Children borne of Chriftian Parents, whether lewes 
or Gentiles, is proved by the word of God ,to be lawfull, and that there are both 
Preceptsand Prefidents,and as good auchoriry for the Baptifine of licele 
borne of believing Parents, as fur the baptifme of growen periens, and thar from 
the Cummiffion and praGtice bochot fob the Baptift, and Chrifts Difciples, 
who Bape. fed hoch men, women,and children as the following Treatile "6 


will declare, which was written at the earneft defire of a well-wither Pal 
ee co the truth,and in anfwer to che Letter following, ' 


Afler things came Feftsand bis into the land of Judea, 
and there he taried with them and Baptifed. And Iohn alfo was baptixing w Anon 


neeve And theycame and were baptized. | 
againft the truth, but for the truth, 


By John Bafiwick, Dottor in Phyfick: | 


> Prinecd by 7 17. for Fofoua Keriom, and are to be fold at his Shop, af 
of the wise Hock im Panis Church-yards 1647, 
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To honoured friend Mr 
Doétor in Phyfick, athe Golden” 


in your 

not Gods ontioance canld mes fo | 

tes fer the great paines and 

per{waded if all 
would but 
wenlabut read it without, prejndice: 1 am 
they would not harboar 4 betier 


bus fee {uch faylengs in thesr owne ody te at 
bebeld net thas charity ss them, that 


on of the and bh of love 


ore yew judgement for. the Presbyserss but 


wihiciently knowne, for their Langage pradlice, 
a revs'tng of hy 


the 
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by al manner of contumelies, bes by pat 
bat you aid provoke them by your writings : : for before ever yon 

ty 

ently be as ont tm that youds from that 

ainft the Prelate: But they feeme to ome st sf 

beleeved, been of ten beard ts tBar’y ‘you 7 
one of them, nd it was told me by thas th-/e wow ca that 
Lilbarints othe wp ir aided youve 
Juice Fefor'e all rhe people thar you bind omce of them. and-sslled 
Jom hp fate; wed perfocivor of rhe inform maka mc 
Bhe more bold to feo ar from jou is thu, that 
ave ir wniler your band whether you were 
, Ary or fe orbers about 
1 beard rhey were all youd. Now, if you 


jon to hfe, te give te your in , What you of gil 
thofe lately batcht yor have 
agaitft the Anab which new become one of he 
be credited ) vbr mot 
the’ will Acute candidly tn the 
bufinelfe, and opinion of yaa, that you wilh 


abcfire yowin the whole difconrfe ufe WO buneane aurbority, 

yom womld fill + ef rhe trath, and 
abilety Farssfies my expettation, | lubonr that weap 
partake wich me in the truth;ambbe preferved from the ertourt 


> 
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that fo both they and bee 1 
from the cunning cratcinetie of thofe that lie in wait to deceive. J ba- 
ving read no Booke fince the broching' Vf this new tenent of Independen:y, 
that comes fo nerve and {ull to the bufineffe. Neither would | di {par age 
but fpeake te what I 


atcor ding 


bave 200 ofr, be benefir that others have recesved b pera 
that the le 


wfing of it. who have acknowledged 
which ss yet more Independentshave acknowledged, they Were 


convinced by reaving of your Books, which | conceive,to be one of the 
proncipallef} caufes makes them fe much maligne you, and binder the 
of Andovbers of ibcm wpcn tke sending of your-booke, 

writ out of the Countrey to fame of their fraternity berein London, 


telling them. shat they *ad vead your Booke, faying moreover, that they | 


could witneffe that you bad writ noching of thems and their prattices, but 
carnefily exhorted them 


they could witnelfe to betrue and therefore 
te therr mannirs, and carry themfelves [0 as befeemed the Gofpel, 
al this can bee abundantly proved, which mduces me to believe, 


if that Book: were but knewne amongft the people, t 


my good wifbes is this; Tom have bad great experience 
od you, who bath bicherto preferved you , and delivered you ont of 


fo many dangers, and from fo many deaths, and from the fury of {0 ma- 


and reprocher, have never in any thing beene dfmayed ; I foall sherefore- 


carne fi ly defire ferve the fame mafter fill, whe 
is the fame All fficvens Jehovah, conftant therefore to maintaine bis 
cane andtruthto ibe death, and be not difcouraged with any thing any 
enem) can doe unto you ; which words I miter net as in the leaft doubting 


Jour ‘bus out of my hearty defire of your honour and bappi- 


bey would enbher 
errours of the times. All that | bave now to fay unto belides 


Smarr; 


Sir, 
sflured Friend in what I mey 
in the Lords quarrell, 
March, £647. 
| ry Te 


Smart, his houfe Scalding 
Alley, at the hand and Pen. 


SIR, 
Z fj F in the very day of the Apoftles; when truth 


was foprevalently and powerfully ca and: 
confirmed with fo many 
crrours then fo rg Saint in Jobe in 
™ his Epiftleco the Lady, greatly rejoyced 
to find any walking in the ack Ir ‘. now no 
wonder that ia thefe latter and perilous times,fo 
many revolt from the fame and embrace errors, 
| | and therefore it is exceeding matter of joy to 
all the lovers of the truth, to meet with any that continue conftantly: 
in the fame ; and cruly it doth much rejoyce me to find you, agsinft 4 
Many cemptations, perfevering in the love of it, which will ever be for 
your honour here, and reall comfort in life anddeath. 
i yourgood opinion of me,and of che Book I fent you, and for your 
ind accepra 
for your farther facisfaction, 1 doe here in che of the great God: 
that flyall judge both quick and dead, profefie unto you, that I never 
Was inmy judgement and opinion an Anabapti?t, Inde- 
dent, or any SeStary. And as I have fosmerly in aimofi all my 
kes manifefted to the world, chat I differ’d: in nothing from the do- 
Gtrine of the Proreflane reformed Churches beyond: the Seas, as thofe 
of France, and the Netherlands, in any dominative or Prin 
Ciple point of Religion, faving in the doétrine of the Sabbath or Lords 
day, which in my judgement ought wholly to be-employed and kepe, 
both privately and publickly in all duties of piery-and charity,.and thac. 


nce of the fame, I returne you many thankes, and withall,. . 


(6): > 

with as much care, diligence, and reverence, as ever it was anongh 
ché Jewes, faving fay, in this point only, I {peake itagain in the pre. 
fence of God, never differ’d in any thing concerning faithyor any fur- 
damentali. point of doétrmé from any ofthofe Church:s; nor never 
appreved of any feparatioh from ordinances celebrated in them, 
or allowed of the leaving of their publick Aflemblies, and therefore 
whatfoever cicher the Anabapril’s or any of che SeCtaries have formet- 
ly publifhed, or doe now {peak of me, intimating that I was once one 
of them, it ig armeere Calumny and foule reproach : and what I now 
fay, 1 Qhall be able to proveby a cloude of witnefles, and thofe of their 
own party, whohave formerly been of my acquaintance and familie 
arly intimate with me, who are ready, asthey have lately told me, to 
witneffe for ine, chac I was ever againft cheir feverall feparations from 
any of Gods ordinances in our publick Affemblies here in England, and 
that in che worft cimes, aud therefore che Anabaptifts and $eftapies do 
ule me very injurioufly to periwade their followers, or aty othersythac 
I was once one of chem. 

But before ] come to declare my opinion concerning the baptifiné of 
Children of Chriftian Parencs, which is my theamé at thig cimeyand 
to prove that thete is very good warrant for ic in the wordeof 
thinke ir fit im chis place co declare my judgement which you defired in 
your Letcer I would doe,concerning all Separacifts, whether Papifts or 
Seétaries, which is this, chat I ain fo farre from favouring their wayes 
( efpecially in thefe times of our fo.happy begun reformation ) that 
am able by Gods bieffed affiftance, ever to make it good, chat whatloe 
ever either of them ( by what mames foever they are called ) hold or 
beleeve concerning Chriftian religion more then what is beleeved and 
embraced in the Proteftant reformed Churches, that it is either blafphe- 
mous impious, or at leaft fuperfluous ; fo that a man may dy eicher in 
the ignorance or contempt of if, and yet soc fafe'y to heaven. Andas 
for the vanity, impiety, and falfity of all the popith tenents J have {uffie 
ciently declared it inmany Books and inthat my difconric becweene 
me and Mr. Adontayne, called che Chureh of Englands true Church, and 
for all the feverall opinions of the SeSaries, wherein they differ from 
the Proteftant reformed Churches, they are if not as impious, yet as 
vaine and needlefie as thofe of che Papitts, fo that. 2 may as fafely 
g0e to heaven without the knowledge of chein, as cicher the glorious 


rophets 
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Prophets or bleffed Apcftles, shakers hone of chem, and yet were 
all faved: for nothing keeps men out of heaven, but finne and the tranf- 
greffion of che law ot God. Now I defire any rationall creature to 
declare unto me, what law of God I or any nan tran{greffe, and what 
fin 1commic, if I beleeve and practice no more then the written word 
of Godhath taught me to beleeve and doe, and if I die in the ignorance 
ef Independency , Anabaptifme, Antinomianifme, ge. yea, let any of 
them fhew me what fin I commit in rejecting all fuch opinions as nei- 
ther Chrift, nor the Prophets, nor the Apofiles, or any of the pen-men 
of holy Scripture have caught us. The-Scripture hath fofficient] — 
us, that this is life ecernall to know the only trae God, and whom 
hath fent Jcfts Chrift, John the 17. ver. 3. the knowledge of which a- 
by may attaine unto without che knowledge of them and their cenents- 
And Pawd defired to know aothing bat Jefus Chrift, and him Crucie, 
fied , and counted all things as dung and droffe, in comparifon of the’ 
excellent knowledge of Jefus Chrift che Lord, and left us for the orde~, 
ring of our lives, to follow the example of Chrifl, in doing ‘and fut 
ring, and the rule of the word, Pés/.3. And the Scripture hath abun- 
dantly declared, 4&e the 3. thaccthe City, of people that\reecive the 
Word of God gladly, and continue Aedfaftly in che doérine of the 
Apofties and in breaking of Bread and. prayer, are the Difciples of Je- 
fus Chrifl, and a crue Church, as that of Jerufalem yea, crue formed 
Church, as the Independents themfelves hold, as is manife in their 
Writings, although at that time, that they fay it was a true formed 
Church ic had neither Deacons not Elders, nor diltinS@ion of Mem- 
bers nor officers, nor difeipline or excommunidation, but they were all 
fed and governed by Paftors and Teachers in comiion, as all the Pri- 
mative Churches we read of were. Now then what finne or error is it 
in me or any at this day,to beleeve chit wherefoever ainong(t any oe 
ple, or in any City, the Gofpell is truly and faichfully preached, ernbra- 
ced,and believed by cheas, whether by particular Minifters fee over 
them feverally, which incertaine freemen or bonds, or by Minifters in 
Common, and where the Sacraments are duly adminiftred, and a- 
mongft whom there isthe true invocation of God, that that people fo 
Qualified, is a true Charch or Churches, though there be among(t them 
neither diftin@ion of members or officers, nor that perfeftion of Difc’s 


pline as is to be wifhed; I defire I fay any man to fhew me what error 
B or 
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at ends: 
didtin Sion ot, Offias or 


of ,difeaplige of 


tail istiodg erdmances that, made shear a. 
be forced and miled wich Mimi@ers in 
flould not be a whe foumed Church or Churches, as that 
waa erany of che primisive vrhese tas y all fed and 
Ui the flary ofihe New Feltement 
aga alfobe informed, commie ia 
Affeshbles, although thece thould he ifome 
and Dicipline; shes lecing we have neither 
secepe spd Erebdent ajlawed ©: for apy {ugh f parmioniin che 
anit Apofolike the whole werd of 
God, where wercad net only of crdimany ‘erfors, but of fuch heree 
Gesves razed the aod of fuch maliverfation amongt 
chemin selpect of maunerssas, wee Chali 
mauncrs, erigns Chr {¢pacation 
lick. Affemblies of the Sains, I €e,.n0 warrant we have sow for lefle 
tamale rents and'Schilmes {rem the crue Churches of 
bclinve chat any of them thell ever able £0 
in jaoy Chriftien now.net 
for if Separations from the publick A 


tothe Hebrews foblamed and. found fauk withes in. chem, itis 


i live 


eop'e-fo iqualihied 
Chusch, andle called.in the 
in 
4 pe hougt 
Members, hs the Jodependenes 
be bavesaughs us; Now, if 
vat chat shone. was foumed 


Affembl yesof thofe chavate es good Chriftians, and. ae srue beletvers 
as chemic aad that 
which will bring downe his judgements among! uss efpecially 
they doc ic ax fuch cimessas when all thefe things. are takem away: es 
mighs in any sefpe& be accounted {candalous or offenfive them, 
and when for fubRance there is nothing that they differ fred.chem. 953 
_ Agaipe, if I or any Gheiftian ftedfaftly believe unto the death, that 
there were more Affemblies or Congregations, of Beli¢vest in ithe 
Church of Jermfalene then one, becaufe we: it recotded.chat 
met daily in feverall houlés to commun cate, and chat they were. 
combined together, and fubordinate co one; within that 
Prec’ +.and-wete co be.gaverned and ruled: by théna,in 
fos ever sejact the opimion of: who. hold there: were! nei 
mote Obri@ians at firft in chat Church: os: City, stiem: did on 
could ordinarily meet ia one place,and thas theix Offictre did 
nor could dee nothing in that-Church wiebout she confentiof the w 

ation, and chat that particular Congregation 
degt, and from whichthere might.be noappesied if 


than this cheir opibiods can at hindet me orthem frou faltation®: 


or is it amy fin in-me or them fe to believe they thalbdapiss they 
muft fir (hetw me what lay in fo belcevidg have tranigrefied, with~: 
Againe, if believe and perfevere in: chis faith, is fulfitiens» 
forany shar will bewrade 
peot.believe ond be baptiacd, ind stjet all thofe: movell. opinions of 
the Iodependenss, concerning sheir. walking fometime wich 
‘gation, and parsicular their 
ing in theevidences of sheir: convertion, abd their staking of a.» 


mtmber of any Chriftian Church cores, 


prople whacrcan gre pray isin this my pelitte Por. What: 

my opinion. chacfaich, repeptance is all 

pion, and if I ftedfailly co the'la@ of life 
condisions of the Independents are metse novehtics 

ventions, aad-thet say Chriftien may 
| B 2 contempt 


(10) 
the cran(gréffica of the law of God? 
may be feid of ail che Auabapafticall opinions, and of 
the other ertonious doctrines of all the other Sefts. Yea, che rejeAing 
of thea ell is fo farre from fin, or depriving ‘men of happinefie and 
peace ofconfoience here, and eternal ag it is a preat 
yertue to contend earnefily egainft them, for the faith once delivered to 
the Saints, Jad. 3. "Yea, which is yet more, it is a great finne in any thas 
fhall embrace any of thofe and approve of thofe Novelties 
in Religion ; for they are al} no better themthe traditions of nen, which 
our Saviour Chrift {o ohter warnes his Difeiples totake heed of, AZath, 
that they werfhip him in vain, whe ferve him 
of men; and sthac his doStrine aot only 
his own teftimony. but oucof the holy word of God,d//a.2gy And fure- 
ly; thofe'tharoffer God a vaine worfhip,bone, and that in an elevated 
nature, and greatly provoke God by it,:which all the Se¢tarics do, that 
But had ie been fo, that [had indeed been ether 2 Brownilt, or an 
Anabaptift ;cr any Se&tary : or had I at any time ‘been carryed about 
with every wiad of doéftrine, or run af:er every new light as fome dai- 
Jy do, ithad been my fin fo to have tranfgreffed the commmandements of 
? bucit would have bees wy glory and honour wpon better infor- 

mation, and more mature deliberation and juc to have renoun- 
ced all thofe errors, and co have embraced the eruch. Yea, it hath bia 
ever thought piaifeeworthy in any to change either their manners or 
for che better, and co relinquifh rhe by-waies of fin and er-' 
ror, and to receive the truth in che love of it, which becaufe many have 
forfaken, it is che jaft judgement of Godto give them over to firange 
deluhons, according to chat in the fe.o1d of the Theffat.2. and this I 
conceive is one of che chicfe canfes of the great wrath of God that is 
now comeepon the world, and the principal. occafion not only of all” 
thofe miferies and calamities we are now embroyled with, buc of all. 
thofe monflrous errors, and blafphemous opinions that are now {war- 
or where. And therefore I fay, if I had ag any time been for- 
roe 
have 


mifled, and had renounced error, and embraced the truth, and fo 
opinion for the borter, I had in that done nothing but 


| my 
what commands, and all follid Chriftians cannot but allow of, — 
and id fo doing I:fheuld have. brought glory to God, and procured’ 
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| f (ar) 
peace to my owne foule, and been a good example to others of 
the like, and hive piven au oh al] truly feare 


praifing his Name, which al! chofe will do chat leave the error of theie 


wayes, and the by-paths of fia and turne their fect into Gods coate 
But Fconfantly affirme, God and my conftience’ bearing me ‘wits 
neffe, chat I never was in my judgement one of them, as they falfly ca- 
Jumniate me, noc only behind my back bux to iy Face reviling we, and 
and chat in an odious manner in the open ftreets, ‘calling’ trie A pos 
ftate, a per fecutor of the Saints, an enemy of dhe people of “God; atid 
ftirrer wp of mutiny againft che faithfull of the earth, all che which 
charges they chemfelves are moft guiley of. Buc this is theif ordinary 
language both in private and publick concerning mie wlio never wrot- 
gedthem, except'to {peak the truth, and in their own language’ be'to 
them, with which reproches that rabble rouc of the Seftaries chide 
were fobs Lilburnes followers a yeare and a halfe fince, abufed" me in 
the next chamber to the Committee of Examinations; and with the 
which thofe im; women that accompanied his wife ro the’ Pars 
liament with her Petition che feft-yeare, which you heard of, moft 
chriftisaly befpacret’d aie, where chey behaved themfelves in fuch un= 
cvill mannertowatde the very Parliament men, as the honourable: 
Houfe was forced to orde?, that they fhould be kepr our of that rooms, 
which befoge'thcir irifolendp; Was tétnmon Mot Only for af] Petizionerss 
but co dl! fachas were civil the great difhonour of God, and the 


thame oftheie Rasandof theit holy profelfon. 
And asthey do upon gny occahons thoft batbsronfly rayle on me, 
wherefoever thty meet me, though Iknow them-no: by face; fo they’ 
Ue all poflible means they cari to difparage me by raylingerd fomen-- 
ine aga intt me and that again(t all che laws. 
rhanity, vilifying my books, e(pecially the renting of all the 
pendent ,hindring by all they might che publifhing of palling. 
down the Titles through Town and Coumery whertfoever they were’ 
fet up, fo chat ia one night and day they deftroyed and'defaced no leffe’ 
then three hundred «hough the City, and a$ often as any of chem ageiné 
were pafted up, they pulled them down , to the number‘of clever 


at times ; all which their proceedings thew the finfulacfls“66* 
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God dndtiu- 


all goad Chriftians cofi- 


undcred 


(a>) 
send forthe trach againf error, and with all their belt indevour to 
pagateit, and {pread it abroad, for fo we are commanded, Jaid. 3, 
-& under it what they. cas, which manifeftly proclaimes to the 
ind, That rhey that dee the truth, come to the , thas thew deeds 
This! aw eyer breve che method of che truly godly , and of 
the Saints indeed co publ ith the truth againft-error, and ‘to come to 
the light and. touchftone the word of God for the dilcovering 
ef errour, and ptoving and declaring the truth : but thele men 
being comfcibus to themieives, that their deeds and dodtrines are 
evill, funthe light, and labour by all their abilities to extinguith 
whatloeves glimicing of ir therefore have 
confpired tegether to binder ing, of my Books, efpecie 
the aster Remsing, ard my “Poftfoript, becaule they doe appareotly 
ions, and their deceittu ings in ‘poere people, 
with-holding the truth from chem in which iis 
not only co their eternal! difhonour, thesmof horrid. wic- 
kednefics, thatcan be perpetrated again Godend ‘meg ac is am 
open fighting God, anda bindring of che &lpation of the: peo- 
ple, which was one of thofe great finnes the Jewesiwese guilty of, 
Theff.2 which shey filled up the meafure of the, wrath of Ged 
againft themfelwes te the fell, coches as,iche Apoftie 
there fpeakes. And crully the practice af ghefeimeniis: netifar, from. shat. 
of the Jewesit being a their. owne knowledge ¢ \for. if 
they were noc. couvinced chat their wayes were erronious, they: would 
come to the light, and they would exbortall mem to- read..ng beokes,: 
and to buy theaaup ; yea, they would theméelves lay out thea moneys 
asthey promifed, and fead them freely abroad through ‘Town and 
breed Tadependents, for they gloried exceedingly what: 
) flare of Independents | had bred, and engaged theméelves in the hear- 
ingof others, thatwhen my laft booke was once printed ( for they 
would buy fifty pounds worth 
ofithem, and publifh chem every where for the increaGing of Indes 
Now then, if cheix way be the way of Ged, asthey pretend, and if : 
men 


blidhing of them, both by pullin 
doe fufficiencey 


declare the world the 


~ 
wilfully withhold che aiith fromthe peor 
¢, arid by thier means hiades. their falvation, and 
in blindneffeand error, in as much as in them Ipes foe 


they fay my Books breed. ts, amd they are che only faintsin 
their dialect, end: yer they‘will not indure che’ publifhing .of 
‘of faints but leg they brag) lye as walt paper: 
theft their aions-do declare, that they are very injurious and malici~ 
ous inenyand chat of all'men (if the power‘lay in their hands ) chey 
Wotlld never’ tinto the Presbyterian’ liberty of Contcience, mor 
‘fuller them co enjoy.a Tolleration, or an Indulgence for theis Religions 
for'if in Word and- deed, they reproch, revile, and malicioufly— 
abufethem, afd hinder che very-publifhing of their Byoks : and if 


how they {pend their beft abiliues by flanders and:all m-anes 
( as can fufficiently be proved by-their daily praRices ) co fupprefle sbe 
truth, and fight of the feverlafting Gofpcll, ing of rhe fame, 


and tabotr to fet wp erromious teachers in all places, and publifh 
th the Kivgdomé, and chat ac theig owne charges all erronions 
and Painphiers, diftru@tive to the. eng of 
Church and State, atid to the diflurbance of both, and hinder asmuch 
as in them yes the publifhing of all fich books as may difcover their 
trrors and wort, all chefe theig indive& dealings abun» 
dandy manifef?, th ere not only perfecators ¢ which they» agcule 
their brechren to be though falfly ) but ther they would never gues 
Tolleration t the Presbyterians, or fuffer them to ule the liberty of 
their confciences, whatfoever they mow pretend, and Lowdfoever they 
plead for ic ust for all mea may well gather, chatif chey well 
not indure our Books to be read by the people in which che a5 
thaintained, and error confuted, they woilld never fuer the preaching 


of ie‘publickly, 
Boutin all these their practites, as in 


| ( 33) | 
doe 
‘pla 
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(14) 
Papifts and Jefuits, who asthe world knowes, hinder che (preading of 

ail orthodox Books amongit the people, and make it death to all 

as cither divulge them, or have them in their houfes, where they have 
in their hands. And where they have nor the Inquifition, there 
mm all difgracefull manner they difparage the orthodox Writers, and vie 
lifie their bookes, diffwading all their party from reading of them, tel- 
ling them that it is notonly a mif-{pending of cheir precious time, but 
an animating of Hereticks ; yea, a very great fin, and a tempting God: 
and by fuch proceedings as thefe they « ude the poore ignerant pto- 
ple, e(pecially the women,devouring Widowes houfts,and leading cap- 
ave filly creatures to their owne ion. And therefore for my 
part, when I behold the practifes.and dealings of all the Sedtaries com- 
pare them with thofeaf the Jefuics and Papifis, I can difcerne no dif- 
ference between them. And reade my mtter row- 
ting, but with deliberation, will foom perceive there is very litle diffe- 
rence bérween them and the Papifts in divers of their opinions as well 
as in their practifes, fo chat a man may without any fin conclude, that 
they are a company of Papifts in a new drefle, whatfoever chey pretend 
‘to the contrary ,which will the becrer appeare if things be duly comfide- 
* ged: for itis well kmown, that the holding of any one dominative or 
principall point in any Religion or Sect, makes one to be called by the 
name of that Religion or Set ; As for example, if any one hold that 
men ought to be circumcifed after che manner of Mofes, in all 
other points aChriftian,yet men off a man this if 

one hold but any one principal! point of popery : as that che 

of the Churchya Peters {ucceflor, or chat the Maffe is he 
_crifice appoinced by Chrifl, chough in all other points he be a Prote- 
Rant, yer all men will fay;he is a Papift. So if any the Pa- 
pifts, hold but one opinion of the Proteftants, though in all other of his 
cenents he be a right down Papift : as for inftance, if he hold chat the 
Pope is not head of the Church, but is Antichrift, or if he hold that 
the Maffe is an Idoll, or chat the word of God is fufficient without 
traditions, or that it to be had in the vulgar congue, and to be 
read by the people, any one of thefe opinions, though in all other things 
he be of the Papi ores h for ever to take away his 
life where the Inquifition dwells, and for fuch a one to be branded 
with the name of an Heretick,or a Calvinift. And (0 it se 


" 
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Se&ts, he that holds but any one of the Antinomian épiniohs, fs ac 
counted and called by al] men, an Antinomian : And he that holds 
that Children of Chriftian Parencs ought not to be Baptifed, though 
in all other points he be orthod.x, yet he for this will be repuced. and 
called an Anabapcift, Now then when the SeMaries hold fo many of 
the Papifts tenents, as that of Free-will, and falling away from grace, 
and chat the word of God cannot be known to be the wurd of God but 
by the teftimony of men, Gs. and hinder as much as in them lyes, 
the publifhing oF all orthodox Books and further che divulging of all 
erronious Pamphlets for the deceiving of the ignorance people by chefe 
their opinions and practices, they proclaime themfelues to be Papifis, 
and without any injury dane unto chem, may fo be called if their own 
practice and the practice or all times and Nations may be an authen- 

tick rule to goe by, whofrom the holding of any one principall poiftc 
of any Religion or Se&, makes them to bee denominated from that 
Sect, either Papilis, Presbyterians, Independents, or Anabaptills ge. 

But now Matter Smart co the matrer in hand, for farther fatisfacti- 
on to you and all men, as I have according to your defire declared un- 
to you, that I was never any Sectary or Anabaptift, and what my opi- 
nion and judgement is concerning them ; So at this time I will brief- 
ly make known my opinion unto you concerning that point of diffe+ 
sence, paffing by che reft betcweene us amd the Anabaptilts, whoasyou 
well know, hold the baptizing of Infants borne of Chriftian Parents 
unlawful! upon thefe fuppofitions, chat there is neither Precept nor Pre- — 
fident for it in all Gods word, and in regard (asthey fay ) chere is no 
manifeftation of faith and repencance ia Infants, and in regard alfo 
thatthe children of Chriftian parents ( as they affirme ) are no more 
withia the Covenant, then the children of Turkes and Infidels, and’ 
therefore in all chefe regards they affert chey have no more right to 
Baptifmme then Colts and Dogs,@e. In which their affertions I differ 
from them, as in all cheir other cenents wherein they declare them- 
felves divers frown the do&trine received in all the reformed Procefianc 
Churches. 

And as for che Baptifm of Infants born of Chriftian Parents, not on- 
ly believe thac they haveas much & as good right to it, asthe children | 
of the Jewes had to Circumcifion, but that they being once baptized by 

our Minifters, ought not tobe ais Bs being betcer Chriftians chen 
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any Apabsptifts, and I notonly believe that children of Chriftian Pa- 
rents ought 10 be baptized, but hope'to prove there is both Precepe 
amt Prefidents, and moft excellent grounds for it in the word of God, 
( notwithftanding all the cavills of che Anabaprifts ) and that not only 
under the Minifiry of John rhe Beptiff, and the Apoftles, and Chrift's 
feventy Difciples e Chriftsdeach and Afcention, but after and 
that they are all within che Covenant, as well as the children of the 
Jewes were. Which if Ican'by the word of God make good, I am 
confident that thofe that will be guided by that rule will be fatisfirds 
and for fuch as will follow their wilde opinions, I fhall leave them to 
the righteous Judge, 

But before | come to difpute this queftion, I will take the liberty to 
fay bonething by way of Preface to the following Diicourfe, which 
will give fome light to the whole bufineffe. Therefore.I fhall defire 
you ferioufly to confider che Covenant chat God made with e4braham - 
and his feed, and not only with Abraham, but with all fach {trangers 
as fhoul embrace che faith and du@rine of Abrabam. And to begin 
with Abrabam in the feventcenth ot Gexefis, God there eltablifhed his 
Covenant with e4 brabam, and with his teed after him in cheir gene- 
rations, to be a God unto him and his feed after him, ver.7. and in che 
ninth ver. he charges Abrabaneto keep his Covenant, both he and his 
feed after him, and in ver.10. he declareth what that Covenant is, viz, 
that every man-child amongft them fhould be circumcifed, which the 
Lord,ver.11.calls atokewof the Covenant, betwixt him and Abraham, 
which Saint Pas! Rons.4.ver.11, calls the figne of Cercumscifion a feale 
of the righteon{neffe of the faith, which be had being yet uncircumcsfed, 
@c. Andin the 12.1 2.15.verles, God commands that male chitd 
eight dayes old (hould be cereumeifed, be that borne in the bexfe, or 
Bought with money of any frranger, which was net of bis feed, and that 
the foule lhould be cut off that brake that Covenant. And in the eigh- 
teenth chapter (peaking of him, he faith, Shall [ bide from Abraham 
the thing that I mowdo? for I know that Abrabam will command bit 
shildren, and bis bon{hold after bim, to keepe the way of she Lord 8c: 
God knew well, that 4brabam would command his children and fa- 
mily to obferve his Covenant, and would not leave it to their owne 
wills whether they will keep it or not. 7 

Aadia the ewelfth of 
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Jaw to Rtrangers, and thofe that hous become Profelites, and embrace 


the Jewifh Religion,thathe gave to e-4brabem himfelfe, che words are 
shelt, ver. 48. etnd whena firanger fojonrne with thee, and will 
keep the Paffcover to the Lord, let all bis males be ciscumes[ed, and then 
det him come necre and keep it: and be foall be as one that 1s bernein the 
band : for no uncircumscifed perfon {ball sate thereof, One Law (hall bere 
him that is bome borne, and auto the firaxger that fojemrneth ameng ft jm, 
By which tcis apparantly evident, thac che faine way of adaniffion jn- 
to the Church, that was wled for the ingraffing of tho that were 
‘growne men, «nd convested from the heathenith religion, fhou!d be ufed 
to thofe that were their children, and of their houfhold, and under their 
command, which leflon the.people of God, had well learmed as wee 
may fer in Fofhua 24, whofor hunfeife aud his family promued, shat 
be and bis boufe would fervethe Lord, vex.15. ¥ea, God made many 
lawes unto all Parents, and Matters of Families to looke unto their 
children, and thole that were under chem, that they kept che co nmands 
ef the Lord, and did as he had b:d chem, asin che rwentiech of Exedus, 
where hee enjoynes all im authority, that they and ther fonnes and 
daughters, and men fervants and maid fervants, fbould keepe the com- 
mandements of God, And in che fourth of Deut. and in the fixth Chap- 
ter of the {amc book, and in che elevenchchapeer, and ia many 


places, he commands al] parentschas they fhould seach their 


at their riGng up, and lying downe, and upop all eccafons, che 
tutes and. ordimancesofthe Lord; And«his was practiled net ooly by 
men, and people of inferiour ranke, bur by Ki theinfelves, ag wee 
may {ee in David, Prov.4.ver.3. who 2 alomon his fon, when 
he was tender and young. And Salomon likewile carefully 
his fon and family, as we may fee through all the Proverbs. And in 
che 23 chapter ver.6. hegives this law co all [fcacl, to traine mp their 
Children inthe way they {bould walke, Chewing the benefic of fuch edu- 
Cation for che future, laying that when they were old, they would not de- 
art from it. Yea, in many places he commands chem, if cheir childcen 
te tefraStory Rubborne and difabedient to good counfel}, not to {pare 
therod. Yea, God made'a {peciall all Ifracl, Exed, 34.ver.23. 
and Deat.16.ver.16.faying, Three tumes in a yeare {hall all thy geales 
are before che Lordshy God, in the place which he cboofe 4 the 
aff of of meckes, andin 
| 2 4- 
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Tabernacles @e. And this law God enjoyned all ..1s people to obferve 
for the inftruétion of their children,and bringing chem up in the know- 
ledge and worfhip of the true God, fo carefull was the Lord, that their 
children fhould be brought up in the feare of his name, which law of 
God is ftill in force to all Chriftian Parents, as is evident in the fixch of 
the Epbe/.ver the fourth, where they are enjoyn’d to bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, And that law of God was ob. 
ferved in fucceeding ages to the times of che New Teftament; Many in- 
ftancesofthe which arerecorded in holy Scripture, I fhall only at this 
time produce a few prefidents or examples by which the truch of thi 
doStrine may yet more illuftrioufly appeare, that in all their folemne 
Feafts, Fafts, and Covenants, children were joyned with their 
parents as ‘actors and partakers in them, as well as they, and that by 
iall Command from God,by all which it will be the more evident, 
thar their children and little ones were as well of the family and 
Church of God, and in covenant with him as their Parents, and that 
they had as much right to partake in ail thefe publick ordinances and 
folemne affemblies, and that by the command of God, as they. 
And firft I thal! defire you to looke into the tenth of Exodus,ver.8 9. 
to.114 where when Moyfes and Aaron were brought before Pharaoh: 
and be faid unto them, goe ferve the Lord your God : but who are they 
that foal goe? AndtMofes faid, we will goe with our young, and with 
ovr old : with omr fonnes,and with omr daughters : for we muff hold a feaft 
sentothe Leva. And he [aid unto them, let the Lord be fo with you, a I 
will let yon goe,and your little ones. Looke to it, for evsh 4 before you. 
Not fo: goe now ye that are men, and ferve the Lord, for that you did 
defire_: and they were driven out from Pharaohs prefence. By which 
place alone it appeareth, that the Lord was as well the God of their 
liccle Children, as of cheir Parents, and that he would be ferved as well 
by chet in cheir facrifices and folemne aflemblies, as by their Parents, 
as being all in covenant with him, as their parents and confecrated to 
him bycovenant as well as they. Neither did Airre without 
them,as the Rory declareth. And if we looke into the 29.0f Demt.ver.9. 
20.16.6128 3,0%¢. The Lord faith theretoall the people, Keepe there- 
fore the words of this Covenant, and dot them, that ye may pro/per in all 
that yee doc, Tee fand this day all of you before the Lerd your God ; 


Jonr Captaines, and your tribes your Elders,and yor officers, with all the 
ween 


+. 
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men of Ifrael, your little ones, and eae and the firanger that is in 
campe,&c. that thow enter into a covenant with the Lord thy 

od, andinto bis oath, which the Lord thy God maketh with thee this 
day,cre. Here we fee that the little children were not only in Covenant 
with the Lord, as well as their parents, but that they by natne encred 
into a covenant with the Lordas well as they. And in the fecond of the 
Chronicles andthe 2oth(to omit many other inflances )it is related there, 
that Jeho/bophat feard,and fet bimfelfe to feeke the Lord,and proclaimed a 
faft throughall fuaah : and Judah gathered themfelves together to aske 
belpe of the Lord, even owt of all the (ities of Judah, they came to feeke 
the Lord. Now, if welooke bur into the thirteenth verfe of the fame 
chapter, we fhall find, who they were out of all Cicies, hat thus fought | 
the Lord; where it is related, that a// fadah flood before the Lord with 
their little ones, thew wives and their children, By all which teftimo- 
hies, ahd'many more that might be produced, it attirmes that the very 
little children of the Ifraelites, were as well of the family of Abraham, 
and in covenant with God, and had as good right to all the Ordinan- 
ces astheir Parents, if by the mouth of many Witneffes this truth may 
be confirmed. Yea; it was the practice of the Jewes into what Coun- 
“try foever they were {catter’d, to bring up their children in the know- 
ledge of God, and of the holy Scripture, and that from their childhood, 
as we inay learne by the example of the Grandmother, and mother of 
Timothy, who knew che holy Scriptures from achsld, by their indultry 
and godly care. And this was Gods method, that after any had reline 
quithed their Idol gods, and turned to the living God, that God would 
have thein to be Circumcifed, and all their Males in their family under 
_ them, after one and the fame manner, ever ufing the fame way of ad- 
~ mittance of cheir children.chat were cender and young, thar was ufed 
for the receiving in of their parents : profefling that he would be a God — 
of their fide, asof them, taking chem all in like manner inco Covenant | 
with him by the {ame way of admiffion. 

Now‘God is the fame God to believing Chriftian parents and cheir | 
children, that he was to the I(raelices and their children, as I hope fuffr, 
ciently co prove in the fequell of chis difcomrfe, Neither do I ever sead | 
thac God changed his method of taking ingand of admitting them in~ 
to Covenant with him by any new law : and therefore I will net feare . 


to believe and fur ever to conclude, that as the Parents of the believing — 
C 3 Jewes.. 
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Jewes were admitted wader the new Covenagr, fo were their children 
ater one and the fame manners, forthey were all equally in covenanc 
wich hie,as well as their Parents : and therefore when Lehn the Baprif 
and Chrilts Difciples were fent unto his le then 1n covenant wich 
him, and had all ofthem their Commiffion to Preach and Baptife, as 
we may fee in AZarh.the third, AZarke the firt Lake che third.and Luke 
the 11. che fist, & che 3. & 4. and as they preacht 
Repenrence and Faith in the Mefliah, whom Joba the Bapti? decland 
and fhewed untorhem to be the Lambe of God that tooke away the finnes 
of the world; {o they were neither af them limited in refpeé& of fex or 
age, but commanded to Baptife all that. come to their Miniftry, with- 
out.any reftriStion ; for they were all his people in covenant with him, 
as weil the children as cheir parcats, and by vertue of thar, capable as 
wells they of thar ordinance of Baptifme : for they were {ent to bap- 
cife ali the Jewes without limitation,as I faid before, as well their chil- 
dren and women, as men ; neither do we read in all the New Tefta- 
ment, that either orthe Apoftles refufed to Baprtife Children or 
Women, or any ,but the Saduces, Pharifees,and Lawyers, AZath. 
Lukeche 7. which wilfully rejected the counfell of God againft them- 
felves, which is recorded to their eternal! fhameand ignominy : Now 

I fay,1 read of nonethac were exempted from their Baptifmae, but fuch 
as rejected the counfell of the Lord, which children could nox do, aei- 
ther did the women, as farre as I have been raughr, and therefore] may 
without any danger from the commiffion given unto John the Bapeiit 
and Chrifts D (ciples thus argue for proofe of the lawfulneffe of chil- 
dren in Bapti{me, firft beginning with obs the Baptifts commifiion, 


He that by bis Commiffion from God, Baptifed in lerufalem, and all | 
Indes, and all the region round about [ordan, and all peop'e that follow- 


od bis mani ftery the Saduces,Pharifees and Lawyers only excepted,B apti- 


But che Baprilt by bis Commiffion from God baptifed Jerulalem, 
and all Judea, and all the region round about Lordan. and all tbe people 
that followed bis miniftry theSaduces,Pharsfecs Lawyers only excepttde 

Ergo, be Baptifed bork men women, and children. 

For the minor of this Argument it is fufficiently cleered from the 
concerning the majer, whichplaces above quoted, all che doubt is 

being 


( 28 ) 
being proved the conelufion wiil ever Gand firme, and therefore 
for turther illafiration of this truch, I will adde a few words more 
for the proote of that, becaufe a great Anabaprift not long fince pre- 
tended that this was but a fuppolition, or at leaft an aryumiett by 
confequence that children were then Baptized whtchif it were, it 
is then but an argument by Confequence likewile for the baptifme 
of men and women, as well as of children, for there is not any men- 
"tion made of any man by name, ( Chriftonly excepted ) or of any 
women that were baprifed no more then there is of childrens for in - 
thethird of Afath. and in the third of Luke and in the feventh 
chapter of the {ame booke the rext is cleere that all che people, and 
the multitude were Baptifed, the Saduces, Phariiees, and Lawyers — 
only excepted. Now when the Scripture is fo full fh this bufineffe, 
that all che people that heard him ( the above-mentioned only ex- 
empted were baprifed that women and children were as well bapti- 
as men, by lohu the Bapeift; and as for men the Anabaprifts deny. 
not their baptifme, and I by the fame Law and Word, may as well 
prove the Baptifmne of women and children, as of men: for Jerwfa 
lem {aith the Scripture, and all /wdea, and all the region roundabout 
ordan & ail the people that came unto his mintftry heard him were 
tized.Neow Jers{alem and all the regions rotind about 
confiifted of women and children, as well as of men, whowere’ 
included in the multitude of people, and they were alfo in covenant 
with God and his people, and were robe brought to che ordinances 
as well as men, neither is there any mention made, that any were 
excepréd bur the Pharifees @e. yea, exprefly faid all che peo- 
ple were haptifed_ therefore what the word ot God holds out anto- 
us, that we ought to believes Neither will that evafion help the 
Anabaprifts, when they fay, that it is called the Baprifme of repen- 
tance and that they were baptifed confeffing their which, 
they, intimates they were growen perfons, which is indeed but a: 
meere cavill : for thole expreffions doe no moreeydlude childret of 
Chriftian Parents from Baptifme, then the preaching of the Pro. 
phets. when they av, Let the wicked forfake bie wares, and the wn: 
righteons has thongbrs lfa.55. and unto the Lord, doe exclude 
the children of (uch from Circumciiion, becanfe Faith and Repeti- 


tance, andconfeffion of their finnes are’ required firft in the Pa. 
rents, 


| 
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gente, of all¢hat eurne from finpesiand Idols, to ferve the 
living God, betore their admistance the Church, 
But thouldit be granted, that all che men and women that came 
20 Jobus Baprifine did in their owne perfons, and for themfelves 
midke anorall and audible confeffion of their finnes pun<tually before 
they could be zed, whichhad been almoft an impoffible thing 
forduch multitudes to do, yet it would nor tollow that their children 
were excluded from Baptifme, for they were as well in covenant 
wirh God as#teir Parents, and aswell his children as they, and the 
Scriprure fayes.exprefly, chat Jerafalem and all judes, and all the 
region round about Jerdax, and all the people were baptifed, and 
therefore children are as well included as they : and their Parents 
did aswell include their children as chemfelves ia their’ confeffions, 
(if they made any publickly ) as the Prophets and people of God — 
under the law incheir publick confeflions, as well inciuded all che - 
people, both men womenand children as them(€lves, and as all the 
on tions with the Minilters and cheir Parents now daily doe- 
at the haptifmeof any, whethermen, women, or childten ; bk I 
f{peakethis by the ways morchat I fhall ever be of chat judgement to 
believe or thinke, that all chat were:baptized by the Bapts/t, or 
the Apofties, didmake each of themfelves a publick confetfion of, 
their faith, before their admittance into che Church, for che 
gure iscleere for the contrary, both in che chird of Lake, and inthe 
fecond of the e4és, where it is related, that they only came 10 
andasked him what they thould do andim the fecond of the 
Abtechey {aid unto the Apoftles, Aen and brethren, what {hall we do? 
Andin both theplaces itisrecorded chat they.were all at thac in- 
“tant of time baptized without making any confeffion of cheir fins. 
feverally, which fuch mulgitudes of people could not have done 
without infinite toyle and time to Minifters amd people: 
‘But I conceive under reformation, that chofe expreflions are 
downe. by the Pen-men of holy writ, ro¢hew the difference becwedn 
the Baptifime of the people, and Chrifts baptifme ; for che people 
yeelding and fubmitiag themfelves unto che ceremony of Bapcifme, 
which was.as a hand writing them. and incimated unro chem, 
chat they were conceived in 

Ginners.of che'Gentiles,and out of Covenant ) and that 


(though they were not as the: 
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need of wafhing and purifying in che 
‘they fhould daily repenrand dy finne; and rile pewneffe of 
lites. I fay, in chas regard by the acceptatice and embfacin 
ceremony, they declared aad acknowledged that they “Were by mai. 
ture finfull, and had need or’ cleniing, were for ever Bound all 
life long , co mortifie the old man, and the few. 
man, upon condiuons Chriftiwas noc baptifed, and heres 
fore for diftintion, andm a difference betweeneche Bapeifine 
the people, and Chrilts bapiime, and for grounds above’ fpe. . - 
ified as I conceive, it is calied che Repentance, 
they are faid'to conteffle their fins whith: all peopleracitly do when” 
‘they ‘are baptifed Chrift only exeepted’ for Chrift was not baptifed 
under the notioaot' a finner.orbelecver. or of ont that’ confefied 
his franes’( as {ome fuppote ) torbe was the Lambeof God that rooke 


(which is a fuficienc ar alfo, chat allthat were baprifed by 
id noe siale ot their finne fer isan 
other ex 
under he of oe tht conffed his nme as the 
people were, but only as he was of the feed- of Abratam, and. 
ay the Law, and being in covenant sit Goa (as his 
 Genealogie fuffigienc! Shehad a right tnco Baptiline ? 
of chall nis priviledge, ‘Marth, celling Joba 
‘that it behoved himgo'fi allie e: for he was fent to’ 7 
Baptife all in cévenant with God, withour any limication, both». 
“fen, women, and children, if chey refuléd ic por. and ic was his” 
worke, and ic had noc been ri in Joba the to re.’ 
fale Chritt or any of the Chi en.of the Jewith Nation’ then in’ 
covenant wich God : and clieréfore I conceive itis great 
oufneffe thofe, that now refufe co or 
Parents, and fach as are in covenantwith God’: So That’ 
were chere no other Prefidencs of Baprifme withope publick 
felon bur this. one example of Chrilts baprifme, it may 
chat all chofe chat were" bapuifed bythe ‘Baptift, were baptifed as 
well bywertue ofcheir Covenant as any:confeffign of (inne; atid ghat- 
they had righc unco itasbeing chen the people in 


y ot 


the finnes of the world, and he knew no fin, hewas the hely Child,’ 


ception ) and therefore it is manifelt that Chrilt- was 
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faives alithe Piarifeet and Lawyers did, andithereforein that it is 


called the Baptifme of Repentance, and that the people are fayd to 


_ ‘confefle theft finnés, 1 conceive it is for the feaions above 


w 


and in Jerafalem. whither ail 


gladly ea the children chemfelves ac /erafalem were (0 well in 


ified. 
roar tor my part, I fhall ever beiieve not only that all the Chil. 
drén of the believing Jewes had as much right unto Baptifme the 
feale of the Covenant of the New Teftament, as they had unto the 
promifes, and the Gojpell it feife, but that they were really bapri- 
fed as well asethere\Parents, the which Gofpeil when they (a- 
monelt them that were obltinate: and refilted the Spirit of “Sad, as 


their fathers bad done, As the 7-)rejested and regarded not, yea, 


put it from them as we may fee Atés the 13th ver.46. Paul and 
Barnabas vurned unto the Gentiles, whoembracing the faith, they 
with their children were made of aliand the fame. privie 
ledges the Jewes were, as we (hall fee afterward and therétore I 
verily beleeve that for all fuch of the Jewes in Jebz the Baptifts 
time as embraced the Gofpell, and heard ham, that both they and 
their children were baptized, and Lake the 7.ver. 
29. for any thing that cam be alledged cothe contrary, for Jerm/alens 
and all Judes atdallthe region round about Jorden and ail chat 
heard him were baptized faith the Scriprure, now children as well 
astheir Parents heard Joba the Baptif, who preached through ail 
people were bound thrice a 
yearé to bring up cheir children co the Fealts, at which times both 
Cheitt himéelfe, and all his Apoftles, in recard of the preat con. 
courfes of the people that reforeed thither wenfup to preach.taking 
thofe ies Of publifhing the Gofpell, as Chrift hiumfelfe de- 
clarech Jobathe 18.wer.20. where he faith anfwering co his ene- | 
mies, J ewer sang bt in the Sinagogue andin the Temple, whither the 
fewes alwayes rcfort andin fecretbave | nothing. So Saint lobe 
the Bapeif caught publickly there aito,for Hered himfelfe heatd him, 


y 
sted by his and Chriftsminiftry in the mittery of che Gofpell, 
and the knowledge of Chrift, thar chey cryed Hofanna to the hi 
and gave ceftamony before ail mem that-they were well rauyhr, 
whole witacie concerning Chrilt, when his enemies were offended 
himfelic ownes,and approved of, {0 


parents brought them according to cémand, to wait upon the 
erdinances, and not only bur that they Had learned theifieffon as 
well as Parents, and duritmake a pub‘ick proteilion of Chri, 
when chey wete affraid, and Chrift had taughr them that they that 
confefled him before men,thofe would he confeffe & own befere 
Father in heaven;by all which it is evidence that their Children were 
as well che children of Abraham & Adofes Difciples,and in covenant 
with God as weil as their Parents, and by vertue of their Covenant, _ 
had bin as well baptized as they:for {aich the word oftGed. Pek 
and all Jedea, and ailche Regionround aboug, and ali that heard/ébe 
were baprifed, bur thofe cuidren heardhim, and conféfled 
well astheir Parents Brgo. Yea, which is more, the Anabaptilts do 
acknowdedye, chat all fuch as canmake.a profefion of their. faithin 5 
Chriftthave right unto Baptifme ;now it is apparant thac the 
children in Jerufalem publiekly proteffed Chrilt, co che gréae-indig. 
nation of the Rulers, therefore did nor the Scriprurefay,chat all chat 
- heard him were bapsifed, which children and womendid as, wellas . 
men, yet by their o.vne,cantefhen, and according rocheir own prim~ 
ciples iis abundangly evident, charehe Children in 
baptized as well as their Parents, for cheycryed Hofammewhenthey 
dur{t not ; but the Scriprusedayes chat Lerwfalem. was baptized by 
the Baptif?- What a wickedneffe therefore isit in che Adsbapeilts 
to exclude che children of he beleeving Jewes, from che Bapeiing 
of when the word.ef God.it éelfe, aad all is.fo clecse 
for ix ; fecing his .commution was without Kmication co the whole 
Nation of che Jewes.to baptife chem,as che people of Ged inlay 


But becaufean Anabapti@ not long fince being in conference 
with me, feemed.co make weching of fetus Bapciime, and Jooked 
only at the Apottles Bapsiime ; I {hall now.allo prove thac,.the, Apo 
and Dilciples Baptized both memewwomen and 
char before Chrifts deach and A (Centioa,s for was, 
as large as Johus, who were confined within the limics ot Jadea,and 
rack and commanded nor to goe tothe Genules, but only go there 
‘ities of the Jewess Anditis relased of chem chat chey, Baptined: 
all chatcamesocheir Migifity. and tallowed Chrit, andabar they 
baptized more then Jey, and che very 


a 


‘Chritknewvery well, as is evident. Joba the3. ver. 22 22. After 
thefet 
rages Indes, and there be tarried wah them and baptized. and 
lobn alfo was baptizing tn Anon neere to Salim,&c. and they came and 
were baptized, tier: we have this witnefle, that au toat came 
the miniftryjof Chrift and Jobs, none exc ujed were baptized. And 
in rhe 26.ver. the ] :wes fay thereunto Jobs Rabbi he that was with 
thee beyond lerdan to whom thou bareft witnef[e behold the fame 
aed all men conte to bim, Aniinthe tourtn ciapier, ver.t.2, 
ir'is-recorded thete Whenthe Lordknew bow the Pharifces had heard 
that lefus made and more Difciples then ( though |-/ne 


laces this crurh is fufhiciently apparanr, chat ail chat came wnro 
Chrift, and waitedupon his minitiry, andrhat of John the 
and Chrifts Ditciples were all baptized, and that cae Disciples -bap= 
tized more then Jobs. 
. Andasitis apparant by thefe places, and rhofe reftimonies that 
-wenrbefore chat all chat waiced upon Jobs and Curitts miniliry the 


rrany placesgelates what great concourfes and multirudes of 
women, asd Children wattel upon and Chrifts miniliry 
there followed him. che Scripture, Afath. 4. ver. 25. Great 
multitudes of from Galilee, and from “Decapelss, and from 
rufalem, and aud from beyoud Jordan. Andin the 12th 
Of Lake, ver.1 Whew there were gathered together an innumerable mul- 
Ntndeso 


» only make ule of char in cher 


they followed him on foot ont of the Cities and it % there faid that when 
great maltitudeybe had compaffion towards them, and be 


led the fick andrefrethed them, he was their Phyfitian for foule and 


miniitry. as che 21.verfe proves : for faith che Evange- 
litt aud that bad eaten were about five thoufand men, befides we- 
and childres. And inthe 1¢ch of Adath. which is the other place, 


body, and the Apofties Baptized them. Now in chis great multi- 
“aude theré were women and children, as well as men that waited 


(faith the Evangelilt )came and bu Difcrplcs inte 


bimfelfe baptized mot but bis Difciples )he left Judea. Our it which 


Pharifees &c. only excepted, were baptized. So the Scripture in 


and Chrift Preached co them and hea-. 


f people cc. Andtopameby many places co proye'this ruth, 
where it is recorded:that thi people hearing of Jefus his de 


} 


© 
|_| 

; aye 

> 
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dted of women and children,as well as of menjand 


woman whofe Parents believed: and he ever relieved and prejete 


Lfhall now farisfie my felfe is relared at large ver. the zorh. 
shat great multitudes came unto bim and thatChrilt atter the: curing. 
of au cnote tnat were dileated called hss Difeiples wnte hive and fayd. 
I have ion onthe multitude, bccaufe they continue with me now 
three dayes and have nothing te eat : and [will not fendthem away fa. 
fling .teft they faint inthe way,; And in tois great multivade 
there were wemenand children, as well as men and growen pers’ 


- fons.for it is fayd ver.3 7. that they did all cat. and were filed, andi 


ver.38.they that did cat, were foxre thoufand men befides women and. 
children ; trom ail che which piaces, ot holy. Sccipture, I thall now 
prove that the Apolties alfoas well as Bapti/t, baptized. boty. 
They y that baptized all that came unto Chriff, and waited upon his 
_” winiffry, among ft the which there were women and childrn aswell 
yea that baptized more then Join. baptized both men, 
But the Apoftles baptized all that came uute Chrift, andfellowed 
his miniftry, among ft the which there were women and children,as. 
well as men, yea they baptized mere the 
Ergo, shey baptized both men, women, and childrens. 
For che majer and minor of this Syllogifme, they are. fuficiently: 


cleere from tne places above quoted, if by che mouths of many wit-) 


nefies any truth may be confirmed ; and therefore the. conclusion,. 
will neceflary follow 2 for molt certaine itis, that.chofe great 
titudes that followed Chrift, waited’ upon 
they were: 
well in covenant with God as they, and Ghrifthai compalir-: 
on of che women and children as.of themen, and did as. foonecure. 
the children of thofe Parents and Rasers:shat had farth in hum pes: 


did chofe chat did aftually believe in him them(elves,as 


of. che 


fee in the Noble mans fonne, and the, daughter 


ved as well their childremas their parents, a$ in the above: 
cited, wheré it is recorded thas the. women and. chi WEEE 
well fed by Chrift, as cheir.Parents,and chat bee had as) well-come- 


4 


(38) 
p'aces out of $t-febs,the fecond and thard declare, that Chrifts Di(- 
ciples baprized ail chat came unto Chritt, and fotiowed him, and the 
Apoitles minittry, and the forc-mentioned Scriptures evidence alfo, 
that women and children waited as. aveemtively upon Chrifts mini- 
asthe men : for fayd charthey been attending upon 
him three :dayes without cating > and cheretore ir mutt neceflarily 
follow, thatit the Apotties baptized ail that followed their Ma(ter, 
thatthey baptized women and children, as well as men, which the 
Amabaperfts exclude nor from cheirbapadtme. 
the holy Scripture beingfocieere inthis point, it is fufiz 
ciently evident; chat they were allbaptized, both men, women and 
children: for the Apolties had their from Chrift, and 
were fent to Baptife all the people of God, then in Covenant with 
him, without any reftriStion or fimiration, either of fex ar age, and 
women and children were as well in covenant with God as m 
neither doth the:Scriprure any where before Chrifts death record 
any thing to the contrary; or relate any thing o° the baptifme of men 
more then of women and children, or exclude children more then 
men or women from Baptifme : therefore when the Scripture fayes 
nething tothe contrary , we ate no more to exclude the children of © 
the Iewes from the ordinance of Baprifmmes becaule they preached 
Faith and Repentance to thofe cliat were of yeares, then the chil- 
dren of the lewes or Profelites were to be excluded from. Circum- 
cifion, becaufe Faith and R ance were fir(t shed co their 
Parents: for Godhad declaredin his holy Word, and by his pra- 
Sice from the calling of brabam his friend out of the Land of the 
Chaideans, and all dtramegers under the old Covenant. that the fame 
way.and manner of a rer the Parents into Coyenant with 
him, and chefame law of wasto be uledin all {ucceeding’ 
ages xowardsitheir childvemfor their admitcance. and for the admit- 
rance-of thofethat were of their houthold: and God changeth not 
to bethe Father, and God of the children of beleevers uader the 
Gofpell, as wellas he was the God amd Father of ‘hi: people and 
their feedunder the old Covenant : neirher are rhe children of Chri- 
fians, awhether lewes or Genwiles oft're Tewestn 
amy priviledges,as tha!l by & by. make appeare.So cat wien Chritt 
after his Refarrestion, and before his when he inftruted 


has 
- 


(39) 
his Apofties for forty dayes in all thingsvhelonging to-che Kin 
dome of heaven faid Goe nd 
Difeiple or teach all Nations, baptizing them inthe Mame of the Fa. 
ther, and of the Sonne and of the hely Ghoft,cre. And when be 1ai 
Mark.16.ver,16. Hee that believer and is baptized, fhall be 
he that beleeverh not be dansned, Oc. By cris his Commuithon, 
he doth not . xclude the children of beleeving Parenrs,wherher Jews 
or Genties, and their tamilies from Baptifine, any more then 
fhould have been excluded from Circumcifien, it Chrilt had fayd, 
Gee and teach all Nations, circumcifing them inthe Name of the Fa. 
ther and of the Sonne, and of the holy Ghoft, and be that beleeverh, 
and ss circumeifed, fhall be faved, that beleeveth not fhall be 
damned. Which expreffion if the Lord Iefus had ufed, all the 
pie that fhould have embraced the doctrine of che Gofpell; would 
have believed ehat all the male children that had been borne of their 
loines, and al! chat had been in their feverali families,ought to have 
been circumcifed: for that was ratihed by God for the mannir of 
their adimiffion : neither would any have icrupi’d it, as is eafily to 
be perceived by the practice of che ewes, who although the tearms 
of the Covenant were changed and that in fted oj Circame:fing Bap- 
tifiny is put in the place of ic, yet many Zclors amongit the Lewes, 
exceedingly urged Circumcifion of beleevers children, after che. 
manner of Afofes as neceflary co falvation, unnll the Councell at 
Jernfalem, 15. decreed againft ic amongft the Gentiles. 
Now. it they had fuppofed ckar che Children of thofe that were 
made Chriftians, had not been {till within the Covenant they would 
never have been (0 zealous for che Circumcifing of them, a'ter rhe 
manner ot CMefes, neither doe we ever read that any of the Apo- 
ttles refuled Baptifme co the children ef Chriftian Parems, conver- 
ted frotn heathenifme, or thought chem noe within the Covenant. 
| Yea. the contratv is evident from the counfell of tne Apofties 10 
the 15th of A&s,where Peter in the 8.and 9.verfes deciareth that, 
the be! ceving Gentiles were equall co the beleeving Jewes in all 
Priviledges : his words are thele Ged made choyce among ft that: 
the Gentiles by my mouth, foould beare the word of the Gofpel andbe~ 
Lieve. And God which tnoweth the hearts, beare them wineffe, giving. 
shem the holy Ghoft as he did uute us :and put ne difference bitweene 
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Epiftic, Chap. 


pebglaymés cheat 
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are byticilaw 
Ged ducunre as weilas the promiiés. And Sainc Peter wei- 


ting 20 all che beleeving Gentiles in chess difperfion for the com- 


themdn all perfecortons, faith in 
Nation mine it 
faych-unco lus peopic Now, 
Covenant ches 
fer al 


they and their ford were in 


che Gofpell, and cheir childrens ought as well be bape 
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> the ‘thofe that had cr 
| te to thatare far eff twin a 
of the Genuies.a: thould believe, and co their chil. 
children, aeby.cheir Bapti fine 1s manitelt: tor'God fayd 
Chrifian Gentiles 't at were ic ceredhere and chere, 
ges with; the’ Jewes, aod chat’ 
Covenant with God, as well 4s they. 
snéaticholend generat him asrchey, and 
paallt arnefie the Jewes, and 
then be and™no way 
~ 
AY 
pag 


ninth chapter of che ver. che fourth, Wee Tah 
levy and the 


of che Jewes above the Geaeiles, 
ut 
2 > 
covenant. Yer aftet che Gentiles fe 
jareth the belecving Gentiles wich thet to all be | 
the clevemh chapter of che fame Epiftic “he 
| | bis Epit ‘sax of 
being im pf Gemmiles in the flefo; | 
thas which ts hn fief by bards; ‘at 4 
warts in Chron ve [ont 
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the Church by Baptifine : for if they partake not in the fame priviled- 
ges, then there is a great difference becweene them, and they are noe 
made both one, which overthroweth the do&rine of both Peter and 
Paal, and gives che Spirit of God peaking in them, the lye. Yea, Pasl 
‘to the Galathians chapter che fecond.ver.15. laying, We Who are Jewes 
by nature, and not finners of the Gentiles, fufhcienily declarech chat 
they by being Chriftians nothing of cheir pri-iledges, but thac 
they were in covenant ftill wich God, and 7 dor by was circumcifed 
_vertue of his mother being a Jeweflc; and Teese might have bin by the 
fame law, if it had been thought convenient: Neher was it yer ever 
fuppoled by any well grounded Chriftian, that any of the converted 
ewes loft any priviledge to themfelves: or their children by em- 

ing the Chriftian Religion and if the Jewes fhou!d have loft that 
iviledge ro their children, that by becomming Chrittians, they 
ee been out of the covenant, the Gofpel] had not been good tydings 
to therm, andthey would very hardly have been indy ced to imbrace the 
faith ; but they kuew very weli, that they by recciving the Word 
Phould better cheir condition both to themfeives aod their children. if 
either of che parencs were beleevers, for in chis doctrine they. were {uffi- 
exently inftructed by all the Apofties, and Saint Paal Cor. chap. 7. 
wer.1s. affirmeth, that the unbelieving husband is fanftified by the be- 
leeving wife, and the unbelseving wife 4: fanktified by the believing buf- 
band, elfe were your children uncleane, but now ( fasth be ) they are holy ; 
Which is not to be underflood of Matrimomiall cleannefie or legitima- 
sion, as the Anabaptifts pectadlefly pretend, but of a frederall and co- 
venant cleanneffc, which muft neceflarily be -underftood of me {piri- 
tuall prviledge to the child; for the. Apoltle there doth not fpeake to 
the Saints of any earthly priviledges who only inftruéts them about 
divine and heavenly matters. and of the great benefits chey enjoy. by. 
being Chriftians above the ocher men of the world, which is futhesent- 
ly evident by that he fayth, that by either of che Parents beleeving, 
their children are holy and cleane, and therefore fit to be confecrated, 
and offered unto God, which che children of the unbeleeving Gentiles 
were pot, No more then uncleane beafts, neither could they be, for they 
were by Chrifi called dogs, which was in regard they were without the 
Covenant,not in regard of Matrimony gr their Marriage; for the fame 
Apoftle had taught his Country men, Heb.13. faying, shat marriage 
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| 
was honowrable among? all men, and bed 


Whether 


were Jewes or Gentiles ; and their children begotten in wedlocke, were 


both by the law of God, and Nations, as well legitimate and lawfully. 
begotten, and had right to their fathers inheritances and eftates as weil: 
as Chriflians children ; And if Paw! fhould haue caughe fuch doRtine 
to the people, that all children thathad not been born of Chriitian Pax 
reats had been baftards or had norrue right to their fathers inheritance, 
he would have gained the hatred of the world againit himielfe, and 
taughe contrary doétrine to himfelfe, who fayd that Marriage washa-~ 
nourable amongft all men, therefore it madenot their children illegiti- 
mate, which was a difhonour untc them,yea,he fhould chen have taughe 


-_againft all che Prophets, and the whole law of God,which gives to all 


people a and lawfull right, co thac they had lawfully got« 


ten, & ferbids a]l men to covet it,aad therefore there was no {uch pollu-. 
tion in their Marriages, as made their children illegitimate,though they 


were heathens, or Infidels, asthe Anabaptifts fondly imagine z from 


Children holy, his (cope 


all which it muft neceffary follow, that by chatexpreffion calling theic 
and incenc in this was, to fhéw che difference 
between the children of beleeving payents, or either of chem, and unbes 
leeving parents, and char in refpect of {pirituall and heavenly things, 
proclaiming che children of unbeleeving parents uncleane as without 
the Covenant, and che children of beleeving parents cleave and holy, 
as fic ro be offered up unto God, as being then within the Covenant, 
by which expreffion he doth equalize the beleeving Gentiles, with the 


_ beleeving Jewes.in all priviledges, forthe comfort and joy of all fuch. 


as were then unequally yoaked, who might otherwife have had: many 
fad choughts and doubts conce: ning their children, as if they had not 
been within the covenant ¢ therefore I fay, the Apoftle for the ¢onfola~ 
tion of @ll fuch Chriftians, whether men or women, 2s were joyned 

to unbeleevers. whether Jewes, or Geniiles, hee faith unto them,:chat 


the beleeving bushand [anifieth the unbelecving wife, and she beleeving 


wife fantlifieth the anbeleeving husband, (o chat their children are clean 
and holy , Now’ thac which God calleth holy and cleane; none may call: 


common or uncleane, for. fayd che vifion to Saint Peter, 44s the 10. 
ver.ts. What God bath clenfed, shat call not And» 
Saint Peter by this vition. fufficiently defended nitmfeife agdinft thole 


that were of che. Cicumcifion, with him,that he weac 
| into 


2 * 


atid did cat withtbom, A&.11. telling them, 


ite mech 
thatthe Spirit of God bad him goe with the men that came from Cor. 


upline, notching doubting, and related uno them farcher, that when he 
fpake (ornelans, and thofe that were with him, the boly Ghoft feu 
on phem, acon the Apaftles at the beginning : fora(much sherefore ( faith 
be ).as God gave them the lke gifts, as be did unto us, who believed on the 
Lord Chrift, what was 1, that 1 conld wishfand God? when they 
heard thefe things ( faich the Scriptare ) they held cheit peace and p/o~ 
refied: Gad&c. And in the 1g¢thchapter, ver.9. faith he, God pat no 
difference be:weane ns and them, purifying thew bearts by fah, And 
therefore they were within the Covenant as well as the Jewes,and were 
0 and their children pure, holy and cleane, according to that of 
int 


Rom.11. Who afirmeth if the firft fruit be boly, the lumpe 
a holy >and if she root be bely fo ave the branches. Now thele were 


the firtt fruits of the Genciles that Saint Peter wae fen wnto, and 
were praffed in among ft the Jemes, and wih them did partake of 
Olive tree. And therefore were as holy as the jewes,and their 
children; as holy as their children, as being branehes of that holy rout, 
and within the Covenant as well as they, which doétrine is confirmed 
ig-many more places:of holy Writ, as in that above cited out of the 
1 Cor, 7.ver, 14. where the Apofile telleth them, 'that if either of their 
Parents be belcevers, their children are cleane and bely. Which maci- 
fefleth cleerely to ali men of underftanding, that the children of Chri- 
ftian are not only within the Covenant, as well as the children 
of the Jewes, but that they alfo are to be confecrated unto God, as well 
asthe j ewes childien werc, as being holy and cleane, which was by the 
Sacramentor-right of Circumcifion amongt them, and therefore ought 
to-be by Baptifme amonpft us, the Seale of the Covenant of admiffion? 
For the: fame way of admiffion of the Facher into the family and“houf- 
hald of God was.ufed to theirchildren before the Law, and under the 
Law. therefore the fame way of admiffion of the Parents is to be ufed of 
admitting theit children under the Gofpell, which is by Bapcifine : they 
being as well incovenant and lioly, a8 well as their Parents; Bac for 
farther proofe that children of Chriftian Parents, are ftill as well’ in 
covenant asthe Jewes were, fhall defire you to learne whac Saint 
Pand writeth in his 1.Epiftle to the Theffalomans chap.4.ver.1 3.where 
he faith unto chem char did overmuch forrow for the death of their 


Chir 


Chiiftian friends and Children, Feats tials to be ignorant: 
brethren, concerning them which are afleepe, even as 


ahers which bave no hope, Meaning thofe that were without, that were 
not in covenant with God : afferting by chefé words, that the Theffaloe 
sian Chriftians were in a bleffed condition, as being within the pale of 
the Church, and in covenant with God : for fuch as were without the 
Covenant, were mithout hope, and withont God inthe world, asthe Apo= 
file faith, Ephe/-2.ver.12. which beleevers and their children are not, 
and therefore equall in all priviledges with the children of the Jewes, 
and in Covenant as well as they were, with the which words he great= 
lycom‘orted the Theffalonians, and animated them againft the iimmo- 
derate forrow and griefe for the death of their friends. What a 
wickedneffe is ic therefore in the Anabaptifts to 2ffirme, as they daily 
‘doe, that the children of Chriftians are no more within the Covenant 
then the children of Turkes and Infidels, which is a meereé fighting a- 
gainft God, and a giving the Spirit of God the lye, and an overthrow= 
ing of the Scripture, which proclaimes them clean and holy, and with- 
in the covenant, which might beenoueh for ever to fatisfie any fober- 
mindedC hriftian fhould I not adde a word more to what I have {pake. 
But becaufe that it is a received opinion amongft all the Anabaptifts, 
that children of believing parents are no more within the Covenant 


thenT urks or Infidels,and that they have no more nigh to Baprifm then: * 
{peake, fhall adde an are | 


Gentiles are under 

E 3. Ergo,, 


gumeat or two more to the former;for the preferving of thofe that are 
yetinthe truth from their wicked errors, and for the confirming of | 
others, and forthe convincing of all gain-fayers, and forthe comfort 
of al) Chriftian parents and their children :chacthey may all fee, that 
they are equall in priviledges with the Jewes and their children and 
thus I argue. 
Thofe that are undr a better (ovenant, and more fare promifes by bee - 
ing Chriftrans whether Jewes or Gentiles then they were before by berng 
Jewes, they and their children are cxf eriour to the ewes and thesr chiddren : 


children in no but farre 
above them : Andithereforeif the Jewes and cheir children were within 
the Covenanc under the old Teitamen:, and received the feale of the 
Covenant,which wasCircumcifon for the admiffion into their Church, 
then alll the Chriflians and their children under the Gofpell, onght 

likewife to receive the Seale of the Covenant, which is Baptifme for 
their admiflion. 4 

~ For the conclufion of this Syllogifme,atd the confequence from thar, 
they will ftand undeniable, if the major and mizer be proved : and they 
are jufficiently evinced by the Apofils, writing to his Country-men, in 
his Epiltle to the Hebrewes, where he labouring to {ec forth their dig. 
nity now they were Chriftians, and to fhew they loft nothing in any 
of their priviledges by it, and comparing them together, proves by ma- 
my argua.ents through the whole Epiftie, chat chey being now Chriftie 
ans were in a much better condition, then when they were Jewes, and 
therefore that they fhould not he difceuraged, or think themfelves ina 
worle eftare then they were befor, and in expreffe tearmes afferts, they 
were umder a berter covenant, and more {ure promifes. His words are 
thele, Heb,7. ver. 20.21.22. And inas much as without an oath, be was 
made a Pricft ( meaning e4aron ) ( for thofe Priefts were made with- 
owt an cath, but this with aneath meat ing Chrif) by hem that faydun- 
to bim, the Lord [ware, and wll not repent, thou art a Prieft for ever, 
after the order of \Melchifedech ) by fo much was Jefus made a furety 
of a better teftament, And chapter the 8. ver.6. Bat now, faith the As 
poftle, bath be obtasned a more excellent minsftry, by how much alfo he is 
a Mediatour of a better Covenant, which was eft ablifoed mpon better pro- 
mifei, Here we find the words twice reiterated for the wmere fure ra- 
tification of thistruth. And what Saint Pas! writes to chem, he writ 
to all other Chriftians, as we may fee in the {econd Epifile of Peter, 
. Now then, if thebeleeving Jewes and their children were all in co- 
venant with God, and had equall right with their parents to che Seale 
of che covenant which was Circumcifion in their admiffion to the 
Church, and if che Chriftians whether beleeving Jewes or Gentiles are 
not with their feed Rill within che covenant, and have not right to the 
Seale of the fame, which is Baptifue, in cheir admiffion, then they ate 
in 


| (36) 
90, The and their children art ufersemr to the Fewes and t 
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inferiour to the Jewes in Priviledges, and under a worfe covenant,and 
fot under a berter and more fure promifes,which is to give the Spint of 
God the lye, and to overthrow indeed the doStrine of the New Tefia. 
ment : for the whole Scriptures of the New teftament, witnefle thar in 
ali refpects they that embrace the faich are in a farre better condition 


then the Jewes were, whole mecks were under /uch a yoake ( by Srint Pe- 
gers ccflimony eA the sth,wer.10.') as neither they, nor their 
fathers conld beare : whereas Chrifts yoake is cafe, and bis burthen 
if Chrift himfelfe may be beleeved, A/ath.1 1 ,wer.g3. and thete- 
fort bring Chriftians, they are now in a farre cond:tion, ‘and 
‘ hder a better covenant, and more fure promifes thcn they were Fe- 
fore, which is yet more evident from the Apoftle Pas! in the fecond of 
the Cor. chap.the third, who fayth, God hath made us able miniffers of 
the New Teftament, not of the letter, but of the Spirit, for he letter kil 
beth ({aith he ) but the Spirit gives life. Anji then comparing the Co- 
venants tcgecher, the Old and New, though they were both glorious, r 
ashe affercech, yet he affirmech that the covenanc of the New Tefta- 
ment is farremore glorious, that being the mins/Pration of the Spirit, 
the other the mimiftration of death, and concludes in the ninth vere, 
if the mimftr ation of condemnation be glory, much more doth the miniftr 
tion of righteon{ncffe exceed im glory, and in the verfe he faith, Wee 
all (now ) with open face bebolding, as ina glaffe the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the fame Image from glory to glory, even as by tbe Sps- 
rst of the Lord, “So chat if we did but duly confider the whcle Cope of 
che A poftle in this chapter, and in all his other Epifties, we fhould find’ 
that he laboureth to fet Yorth the grest honour and dignity of Chrifti- 
ans above che Jewes, not only in regard of the more-cleeré maniféfta-. 
tion of the willofGod under the Gofpell, and freeing them all: 
thofe burdenfome and painfull, yea, and coftly ceremonies, bat in that’ 
they are in many refpects d before them : for whereas before the: | 
male children only and the males in families-were to receive the Seale’ 
of Circumcifion, and that at a limited ‘time :- Now by -being Chrifti-* 
ans that difference is taken away, and ell the families of -Chriftians' 
both young and old; men, women ,and 
ter one and the fame way, according to thac inc » Yate they, 
Chriff, wherber young or 
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‘Qreckg, there ts neither boud ner free, sheve neither male wor femal 
ba are all one im Cbrift Lefus. end if yee be Chrifts, then are je As 
feed, and beires according tothe promife, Out of which words 
it is eafie fo gather, mor only that the believing Gentiles exceed the Lewes 
in many refpeSts, but chac they are ftill in covenant with Gud, and A. 
brabams (ced, and heires according to promife. That is, they have tipht 
toallche promifes, and are in covenant with God, as well as bres 
hams children were,and therefore in all the former refpe&s, and fiom 
the very teftimony of Saint Paul, ic ismoft evidently mamifelt, that 
Chriftians and their children are under a better covenant, and more {ure 
promifes by being Chriftians then che Jewes were : but if according to 
the doétrine of the Amabaptifts, the children of Chriflians are notin 
covenant fill with God, and are not to be 'baptifed, they are inferiour 
tothe Jewes and their children, who were all baptized into Chrift by 
Mofes in thecloude, and in the feas, as Saint 1 (0r.10.ver. 1.2.3, 
afferceth, whole words are thefe ; Brethren, | would not that yee 
Jbould bes , bow that all our fathers were under the. cloude, and all 
pajfed through the Sea, and were all baptized by Mofes ( ino Chrift 
in the cloude,andin the fea,cc. Now thatchildren were there as w 
as men and women ( which fome of the Anabapti(ts lately denyed ) it 
is apparant from the firft of Exedes, and fromthe roth chapeer of the 
fane Booke, where it is relaced,that (Mofes told Pharaoh, char they 
muft have their children as well as their men, to goe to facrifice in the 
W ilderneffe, and wculd not depart and leave Egypt,withour their chil- 
dic, which from maay more places may be prougd: as in the 14th of 
Numbers ver.third, where the peop'e fayd, Wherefore bath the Lord 
browpl: us toebis land, to fall by the fword, that our wives and our 
dren foould be a prey. ¢. For which their wicked and rebellious mur- 
muring againit God, in the 3oth verfe,che Lord faith unto them, 
Dombtleffe ye foall not come into the land, concerning which | {ware to 
make you dwell therein, feave Caleb rhe fonne of Jephunnicth and | 
the fonne of Nun. Buty mr little ones which yee [aid fhould bee a prey, 
them will I bring in, ands ey {hall know rhe land, which yee have de[pifed, 
Ge. Out of all the which places it fufficiently appeareth chat their little 
children were in the fea, and in the cloude, and were baptized by Afe- 
Ses as well as their men and women, which the Anabapti(ts (tifly deny 
Withall, it may here be taken notice of, chat Baptifine or wathing doth 


not 


e 
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not alwayes fignifie adipping over head and cares; For all ont fis 
thers were hapuzed into Chritt by Adofes in the Sea, and yee they 
pafled through the dry land, as che {tory at large deciareth, 
the which alionnght be proved from many other witnedles of holy 
Writ, bur clus I tpeake only by che way. Themaine thing in hand 
is co prove, that Cheiftians whether Jewes or Gentiles and their 
childrea, are inno priviledges inferiour to the Jewes and theie 
¢hildren, which was ratified by all che places above quoted and that 
of Saint Peter, Aéts the 1 sch, where he faith, God put yo differense 
betweene the beleeving Lewes andthe belecving Gemtiles, arid that of 
Saint Pasd Cor.1,chap.7. where hee aflerceth, that the children 
borne though of but oneof the beleeving Parents, are eveame and 
boly and out of che places in the 7th and 8th chapters of his Letcer 
co the Hebrewes, where he (aich, they are under a better Covenant anil 
more fare promifes ; better therefore every manner of way, which 
it could not be, if Chriftians and their children were nor (tillin co- 
venant with God as well as they, and if chey had nor, they and theit 
children eguail right to Bapufmeas the Jewes and their children 
had to Circumcifion and if they did not indeed exceed cher itp all 
priviledges, which co deny, 1s no better chen to deny che Scriprute, 
and give the Spirit of God the lye, for the Scripture faith, chat 
Cariftians and cheir children are within theCovenane and are both 
made one, ate holy andcleane, and chat there is no difference be- 
tweene the believing Gentiles atid the very Apoftles ,' yea! that 
Chriftians are under a betrer covenant, and more fire pramifes, aH 
which cruchs the Anabaptifts (tifly deny, and fpend all ch¢it Mtrength 
to fight againtt.e Now I appeale to any underftanding Cheiftian, 
whether it be nor great flartery in any tnan co {tile the Ana 4 
harmlefle people? If anyamongft as fhouid bie tob neighbour 
of a'Calfe, or-a Sheep, orf fome of lis Lambes or fhonld bur 
hisciecellcowander and ftray to therr ‘deRraSion; or 
raze the names'of his children and progeny of his evidende?, 
and affert they had no rightro cheir fathers eftarés, ot lay were 
unlawfully be gorcen were haftards-or Mould really vou fo 
rob their Parents of theit children or away the 
cheie wives:from cheir husbands, or che husharid¢ thei? wiv 
andtheir children, or fervanesfrom cheir Parems or Mafters.*ts 


there . 
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there any man, I fay, of found underftanding that would thinke 
fach a generation of peopic, a harmiefle company of men, much 
letfe call chem the harmictie men, when theydoe ail the in ury to 
‘people. hat men poifibly can doe? How therefore can any man call 
the Anadaptiits aharmiefie people, when they not only chruit the 
children of Chriftian parents out of covenant with God, and raze 
out their names out of the divine records, reliing them, chat their 
children are nomore 10 covenant With God then Turkes and Inf. 
dels, and that chey have no more right to Baptiime then carts and 
doggs, prociaiming them to the world, anunc.eane and unloly ge. 
neration, labouring to feduce the people, and to lead them inte 
damnable crrours, anj by that meanes rob the Parents and Matters 
of their children and fervants, and fteale away the aftections of 
thofe chat are joyned rogether in molt relations, and that againtt 
allthe lawes of God and Nations, which is indeed the greateft rob- 
bery and unrighteoufinefle that can be perpetrated: agatnit God or 
men, for it not only robbeth God of nis honour and glory by ma- 


dren, and che.comtorts of their children whom their parents accor- 
ding ro the doctrine of the Anabaptilts cannot looke upon, but as on 
a company of Infidels, aud when they dye, can have ne more hope 
of cheir ecernall then ot the happineffe of a heathen, 
which muft needs fad che hearts of all fuch as beare any reall affe- 
G&tienso their children when they cannot behold them, but with 
fuch thoughts as thac dying without the Covenant they are damn’d. 

If when Chrift came cowards Jerufalem, he wept over it, fore- 
feeing their mufery, how mutt thofe Parents that dearly love their 
children, weepe over chemwhen they dy, of whom they have no 
hope ? Yea, it muft.needs exceedingly fad the hearts of fach Pa- 
rents, and make chem greatly tomourne, and be over-forrowfull at 
she death of any of their children, if they have any tender affecti- 


ons towards them, if they beleeve the principles of the Anabaptitts, 
who account children of Chriftian Parents no better then Infidels 


andHeathens, Burt Saint Pas/in the firft of the Theffaleniaxs and 


the 4th, hath tanght all Chriftians not to mourne as thofe wichout 
hope, knowing 


nant, and therefore all thefe tenemts of the Anabaptifts make 


‘ 


king nothing of his holy Word, but parents likewife of their chil. 


at they and their children are within the Cove- 


2 


t 
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me; 
them not only an hurefull people ro ,, good Chriftians and their 
chiidren, but a company of fighters againit God, and fach as muf 
one day give a dreadfull account ( if they {peedily repent nce ) for all 
thefe their unchriftians and unrighteous 

But fay {te Anabaptifts chefe are arguments by confequent which 
are not binding. But had we only arguments by confequence they 
wouid be fufficiently binding, being grotided upon the holyScripture, 
and divine authority and taken fromPrefidents of the like narure:for 
Chrilt himfelfe hath taught us fo co argue,who in the 22. of Adathew, 
to prove one of the greateft points o° che Chri‘tian faith avaintt the 
falie teachers of his time,véz. The Refurrettion of the dead, he evi- 
denceth rt from this, that Abraham, Ifaac and lacob were living, 
and therefore by con/equence that there !hould be a ‘Refurrestion : 
which the Saduces excepted not then againtt, ailedging chat it was. 
but an argument by confequerce, and therefore noc binding, they 
poore 1ynorant foules were not fo learned as our Anabaprilts. 

Saint Pas alio in the firtt of the Cor. and the ssth chap. proves 
the Refurrection of rhe dead with many arguments by confequence, 
as is there to be feene ac large. Now if arguments by confe. 

ence will and good trom borh Chrifts and Pasls example and 

o¢trine to prove the fundamentalleft point of religion, without 
which all preachiny is vaine, and faith vaine,as che Apoltic) 
alfirn-es, had we no betrer arguments, they uponthe fame grounds! 
would ever hold goodfor the conirmation of our faithin any 
of religion of ied confequence. But we have not only ar s 
by confequence t» prove that the children of the beleeving Jewes: 
Were Baptized. and therefore chat che children of beleeving Gene 
tiles ought alfo co be baptized, but cxprefle Scripture, as I proved 
before the Commitlion of the and Chrilts Dif.’ 
ciples, befo-e Chrifts death, and from their practice who were-fent” 
to baptife the Jewes without diftin:tion or limitation, cicher of age 
or {ex, and who as the Scripcure recordeth. Baptized all chat came. 
unto theig miniftry. they only excepted chat rejected che counfel:of 
the Lord azainit themfelves ) which neither women nor children, 
nor none of che people did but che Saduces Pharifees, an i Lawyers” 


_ and their complices, who neirher cotred into the Kingdome of hear 


ven themfelves, nor would fuffer others co enter, by their good wills. 
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and and therefore all che children perfons in 
toe of chose that then Farth wete 
_ bapaieed, andmade partakers of thie Seales of the Covenant, and 
of che Promifes ing t0 the eld manner of admi flion under the 
Old Feftament as well as the Parents, and mafters ‘of thofe fami-— 
liess Seeing therefore we have inch pregnant proofes out of the ho- 
ly Scxipenre, and fach acloude of witneffes for che confirmation of 
thistrath, thapchildren of chriftian Parents are as well in coves 
naneas sheir Parenss, and that they were alfo baprized ; for their 
fighting againft che cruth, am exceeding wrong to all ian 
Parents to excinude their children, not anly from the Seales of the 
felfe, which the Ana-* 

in afirming are no 
moce'now1n Covenant, then the chi of Tarkes her 
nor have nowmere right to baprifme then cates or doges, which if it’ 
benorche preareft unri that can be commiteed, I know” 
nec what uncighteouinefie is’: for if we compare the 


(42) 
B16 2 other people were baptized, 

nen, wramen and children far Jerafalem and all indea, and all the 

region round about were baptized by the Bapmft, and all 

toe the ved mare then Jebs, and all 

char astended upontheir mipifiry, read of pone that were 
exempted tm the above-named, amongit which women and 
after the AKenGon of Chrilt, we read chat in the Cjey 

of Samaria Seti, fram the greateft co the leaft, both men 

and women were bapeized ; and we read that Cernelins his whole 

Family, andall hisfriends there with him, were bapeized, the 

48. and of Lydia and her houfhold the 16.ver-the 5th 

ver.33. and of Stephanus and his 

Cansthe 8. ver.t6. who were all taptized; which is more 
shen af hey had fayd, chat they baptized all the men and women in 


+ 
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thofe that are in covenant with God, with thelr Patents, atid the 
Priviledges that borly God in -his-Word | ies tinge thens, and 
their P arenes, we thal} find no difference between che chiiben and.- 
their Parents, bue that they are all equallin favour With God: and 
priviledges, and we {heli find: as many Agnifications 
Gods and Chritts loveungo-them, and.as'many wayes eo expreffe 

it, a9 to their Parencs, and therefore they are ‘as: dearly beloved of 
God, and:as well in covenane with him, atid have-as: much tight un 
t the Seale of the Covenancas they, and equall every way in’pri- 
viledges them: and for proofe of what fay, I thall brief-: 
Se a inftances, I will begin with the covenant of 

70d made with Abrabans, Genef.che 17.where God equally ingages 
himfelfe tothe children of Abeabane,as Abraham himicite. pro- 
tifing chat he would be his God, and che God of his feed, nd én. 
Joynes him to Carcumcife albhis children, and tho in his family,as 
well as himfelfe, and makes it a Law for ever wich him, and-with all 
ver.4&. that fhould embrace the dostrine of 
the fame, and commands through all generations, 

thes the'male children fhould:ae well be‘ cirowmcifed as their 
rons ing as wellincovenant.with hhn as their Parents: And 
Ged hath in ali Ages as equally preferved their childrenfrom the 
fury of their enemies as eheir Parents, and kepe their little children 
defirution and drowning in Phareabs time, Exod.t. aswell 
as their. Parents, and {o.in all their Perigrinations in the Wilder, 


nefle. ¥ca, he deligayed cheie Paterits' and faved their children, 
calling their ehaidren hischildren, shough ‘theie Parents were re- 
bellious : Now therefore when.God theweth equal! care and 
Ctiomta their chitdren, chathe did to thei Parents, and equalizeth 
them.equally in Priviledges, what’a ‘madnefic is in-dny to 
_ And Chrift himielfe geproves his Ditiples for hindring tittle’ 
children ga come unto him, and commands them to them 
ves reans why they fhoukt be broughr’ 
of die Church as well'as'chey, qnd 
Kingdom of heaven as wellas they; Fhe - 
agth, ver,23.24. 05. faith the 
vangelift) 


> ‘ 
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‘more-over, ver,16. That 


this was a pirituall blefling, which ar 
fons ; neither were ever any curft God bleffed. Baalam had. 


tbofe little children, it is evident, for chey were not brought unto’ 


they were 
Chacch as 


(44) 


yaneelilt) little children, that be foould 
his havdsonthem and pra) : and the Di{ciples rebuked them: but 
Little children, and ferbid thems mot to come unto Me: 


And 


Saint AZarke chaps che 10, ver. 14. fayth, Chritt was much 
difpleafed with bis Difciples becaufe they forbad them, and addes 
¢ thens up in bis armes, put bis hands 
upon them, and bleffed them. Greater fignifications and ceftimonies 
of favour, Chrift (hewed to none : which isa fufficieric argument to 
prove that he loved them with,equa | love co cheir Parents, as bet 
as swell in covenant with him asthey. And ifit be duly weighed 
confidered, whar Chrilt there {peakes concerning them, and what 
he dorh rothem, itwill bea futhcient.confiemation to us, that they 
had a right co the Baptifme.of water aswell as they had tocircume' 
cifion : tor he bleffed chem wich a {pirituall bleffing, and thewed as 
much love ro them..as to any that came to him : tor he tooke them 

in his armes and layd bis hands upon them, and blefedthem: Now 
sthey were {primall per- 


learned that Icflon, Numb.23. ver.19.20. Tea Ged told Abrabam' 


that be would blefe them that bleft him, and curfe thofe that curft him 
therefore chofe little c isldren chat Chrift bleft, they were blett for 


ever : and that it was a fpirituall bleifing chat Chrift. beftewed upon’ 


him as ficke or weak, or lame,or bland, or as laden wich any infirmi- 
ties, but only chat be fhoudd put -his hands on them,& pray for chem, 
which was a {pirituall favour, and the childrens bread which he be- ' 
ftowed upon them, laying his hands upon them, and bleffing them, 


| reproving his Difciples for hindring them of his prayers, and com- 


manding them for ever alter,to fufter little children to come unto 

him faying,that of fuchare the kingdome of heaven, that is, that 
ifituall perfons, and that they were as well of che 

elves, and ed to heaven, and were of the 


houfhold of God as well as they chey being members of the Church, 
and.of che family of Abraham as well as them{elves, yea, Chritt 


d and the peculiar priviledgs of his people. Now, when Chritt 


s hands upon: chem. Slefied chem, which arechildtehs 
| himielfe 


che of the New Covenant graves dittie children 
- wvtch as much favour, as he did any thac caine unto him; and bleflech 
them with everialting bleflings; and with bletlings ot the highelt 
price and ranke, ic futticiently declares that they had right 
. fngs of inferiour a!ay, and chat they had right tothe’ Baptiime of 
Water as well as their Parents; as being the children of «brabam, 
and his people incovenant and-holy pertons, And tor ought any 
thing-cambe fayd to the conerary, thofe little chisdrem might tar- 
merly have been baptized by the Difcizles, as others wene, and 
therefore they being no-way infirme, the Difciples might thitke 
they had no needro. come to their Malter, and therefore forbad 
them : bur, I {ay ,how ever it were, that Chrilt reproves his Diici- 
ples for it, and commands them co futher: little children for the fu- 
pure. to come co him, and 1n chat he prayes for them, and beltowed a 
{pirituall blefling and favour upon them, faying, that theirs was ‘the 
kingdome of heaven, it abundantly proveth to mee that they had 
_ a right unco Baptifine, and being as dearly beloved of Chri(lt, as any 
_other of the Nation. Which a great comfort to all Chriftiagn Parents 
_ and their children, when they confider Gods, and-Chrilts Jove ro- 
But if we confider orher paflages.and duly weigh Chriits ations, 
and exprefhons towards little children at other times, and what he - 
-fayes and teltifies of them,the truth will yet.more per/picuoully ap- 
children of Chriftian parents havea tight to Bapulne, 
and thar the children of the Jewes as svell as these Parents syere 
_€quall in Priyiledges, and were as well baptized as they. When ouc 
Saviour Chrift reproved his Ditciples for their difpute, which of 
thena fhould be yreareft : 1s related Marke the 9.ver.36,37- That 
Chriff sooke achild, and fet him in tbe wtidde ft of them, and-when hee 
bad taken him in his armes he fayd unto them Whofeever foal re- 
ceive one of fuch children in my Name,receivethme: and whefoever 


all receive me receiveth not me, but bim that fent me. And ver.42- 
fayth. one of thefe little ones that beleeve in 


offend 

me, it isbetter for about his necke, and 

and he were intothe fea. Kod inthe 37th of, Adaseb. it is recor- 

ded there, that when there was a diffure among the Di Giples whe 
isthe 


- , 


verte} 
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greats ft in the kingdome of beaven,Chritt vo difcide thiscontro- 


a 
at 
set 
‘Wig | 
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his Difciples or a Prophet: afirming 


of. abe fofoalireceive ene {uch child in 
one, of thefe bele. ones 


beleewe imme st were becver for bim that am: lfrone were hanged 
Sea, and 
ing uncohis Difcipies, int sake beed 


about bit he were drowned iz depth of the 


Angels doe alwayes behold the face of my Father which is in 


- Thele words of our bieiied Savaour cOricerning litle 


childrenborne of the Jewith poopie Covenghr 
and truly if they be-right- 
may be an excellent means, if morto put an end to 


him ire a 
weighed, 


he controverfie between us and the Anabaptitts, yet of convincing 


many gaimfayers, who haye meane and iow thonghts. of -tiedle chii- 
deen : for Chritt in thefe words doth greatly magarfie che diptiity 
of fitcle children, where he prociaimes the fanre biefings co fuch as 
thal! in his Fathers name receive them, as he doth to any that Anal 
z chat they chat received 
them, receive himéelfe, and him chat fenc him, and they that thall 
offend any one it were betoer that a militone were 
about his neck, and-chat be wergcalt: into 
And be no | 

leeve in him. If any fhall askeme how thar lite ‘chil- 


and finifhor-ef ovr faish, Hebsre. che veuc witnefle typ, 
and whocanas wel! worke tarch tn liccle chtldren, whe 


put into the heart of 


good Jefiah when he was young 


eight yeares of 
after 


1 che 1 4.ver.1 3-Which good God himfelfe 


dren beleeve ? I anfwer Cheitthath fayd sc. whe ‘sx 


the Ged of Dovid faker) 


as vias child, thefame ins 
there 
iT inijali | act UNSO amy Man, + err: | 


‘as well worke faich in little chi.dren, as John Baptist with the 
Ghoft, even from bis mothers wombe, Luk. the 1. ver.1§th..ac- 
“cording to that of Chrilt, Jobe the 3. ver.8. be wind bloweth where 
# liffeth ; the Spirit of Godcan as well worke his graces in little 
children, as in growen perions, whe bath ordained. ftrength out of the 
‘monthes of babes and fucklings to the enemy and avenger, Pial.3. 
Ver. 2, and as Chrift fayth te perfelt bis vere! 6. 
cherfore Of the great power of God, andinségardof 
‘fo many Prefidents of his wonderfull working of grace and good 
children, and ingegard that Chrift himéelfe hath fayd, chat 
‘the lietle children of the Jewes did beleeve in him, I doe beleeve =~ 
that they had faich in Chriff, and by vertue of that had right untd — 
Baptifme, as well as their parents... 
_ “But which is yet more, Chrift faith noc only little Children be 
“Teeve inhim, but chac the offending of the leaft of chem, not only 
exceedingly difpleaferh him, but excludes the defpifers of them out — 
of heaven ; and for further cerror.to fuch as. fhould offend them, he 
fayth, chat their Angels behold his Fathers face in Heaven, intima- 


7 


ting that little children have a guard oF Angels, to protest and de> 
fend them,and co punith their enemies ; fo that whatioevercanmakée 
any of che moft eminent fervants of God, to be in efteemeamongl » » 

men, and whatfoever Priviledges aré praced with thé ime © 
thimgs are to be found in che lictle children of beletvin Parentsjind 
fuch as are in covenant with God : for chey by Chrilts teltimony, — 

have humiliry and faith, anda ard of Angels co acrend 


well as menand women, and God is théeir Father. as well as gheirs, & 
anid Chrift is their Redeemer as_well as cheits, Who faith @er,11. 
that he ‘came to favé'thof as Well’as ; afferting horeoverthey 
chat received fach little children, receive with chem Chrift and Gody 
and they char otferid cherh aré accurfed, Now then when little.chil, % 
dten partake in all the eminencelt priviledges, which che anciemtelt 4 
beleevers are graced with, and ate Inas high effeeme in Gods 
count as they, by'all teafon they are rior Only’ capable OF Bapcifine, 
bur have'd right unto if as Well a5 their Parents, asbeing in 
yetane as well as And rraly it may not be paffed over flightlys 
which addeth fomething yet ro'the dignity of litcle chiliren, Jefe 
Chrift fends‘his Difciples to (Choole ‘thofe fictle childred, 


~ 
4 
\ 
« 
‘ 


( 48 ) 
makes them his Difciples mafters, and trom them bids chem learne 


their firlt ‘effon of tiwr tility and ng them that 
leffe they become like one of them, they fhould never enter inte the king - 
dome of beaven; which is as great a dignity as can aimoit bee con- 
ferred upon the fons of men, to be made, the maliers and teachers, 
go thole that wereto reach the. worid: for in reipects Chrilt 
equalifeth rhofe litt!e children with himilelfe, tor Matth. the 11th. 
ver.28. he faith unto all fach as would be faved, Learne of me, fir J 
am mecke and lowly of beart. And here he fo dignitieth little chil- 
dren, that he fends his Dilciples to {choole to them, which I affirme 
is as emment a favour as he thewed to any men, when he was up n 
earth : and therefore doubrieffe thofe chat Chrilt io graced in ali re- 
{pects are worthy of Baptifme, and have aright unto ir : and all fuch 


as defpife little children borne of Chriltian parents, and Count them > 


Infidels highly offend. 

Yea, there are other paffages yet not to be paffled by concerning 
little children. It is related AZath.21. ver.14.1§.16. Thatthe blind 
and the lame came unto Chrift in the Temple, and he healed them: And 
when the chiefe Priefts and Scribes [aw the wonderfull things that hee 
did andthe children crying inthe Temple, and faying Hofannato the 
Sonne of David; theywere fore difpleafed and fayd unto (hrift, hea- 
thow what they fay ? And Jefus fayth unto them, yea: have ye not 
read ont of the monthes of babes and fuckings, thou haf perfected 
praife? -icre we fee, chat when Chrifts enemies were oftended at 
the acclamation of the children; Chrift allowed of their witnefle, 
and confirmes it by Scripture, teaching allmen that they did well, 
and chetr duty, and chat God was honoured by ir, and thar in all 
God would be by the very mouthes of babes and 

fucklings, who fhould fet forth his praifes as they did : fo chat by the 
words of Chrift, it is fufficiently manifeft, that they confefled him 
before men, and were not afhamed of him. and hee had tanghe his 
Difciples and all men, that they that confeffe him before men, hee 
would contefie them before his Farher in heaven, and here hee ap- 
eAbip of them, and owned themas his witnefles. which is alfo as 

igh a dipnity as is conferred upon any of Chrifts followers, and 
therefore Iwill never doubt #0 conclude, that thofe children had 
right to Baptifm charChrift fo honours,and chat they were see“ 


> 


(49) 
Jobn and Chrifts Difciples amongit the other people, 
tollowed Chritt ; for and all all the 

round about /erdam were baptized, and Chritts Difciples bap- 

tized more then /obm, and children by Chrifts teftimony beleeyed 
in him,and confefled him as well as others,Frgo, they were baptized. 

And therefore in all thefe regards, I may uie the fame words to all 

the Anabaprilts chat Saint Peter ufed, when the Holy Gholt fell on 

them in Cornclins his houfe, Cam any man (faith he ) forbid water, 
that thefe fhonld not bee baptized, that have received the holy Ghoft as 
well as we ¢ Atts 10th,47. J fay in all chefe regard: I may fay unto the: 

Anabapults, Who can that the children of chofe thar 

are borne of {uci parents as are in covenant with God a; the Jewes 

children chen were, and Chriftians children now are fhould nor bee 
baptized, God having graced them with {uch eminent fignifications 
of his tayour, owning them fo oftento be his children, and ha. 
ving put no difference between the Chriftian Jewes and their. chil- 
dren, and Chriftian Gentiles and their children ; yea, chey being 

. nowundera berter Covenant, and more furer promifes? Surely ail 
thofe that doe forbid water, that che children of Chrillian Parenrs 

fhould not be baptized, are fuch as withffand God, which Saint Peter 

dur{t not doe, 11. ver.1.6. and toc my part I never will doe, 
who by Gods affiftaace thall live and dye in chis faith, that children 
as well as women andmen among{t the Jewes, had not only right 
to Baptifme as well as their Parents,but chat they were really Bap- 
tized : and hat che children of the Chriltian Gentiles were as well. 
baptized in their feverall families as theic Parents, and that 
ought fill co be, till che comming of Chrilt, and in this faith by the 
grace of God I will live and dye. 

This Mr.Smsart, co gratifie your defire, I thoughe fit co write 
unto you, whom I truly love in the Lord; that you may know 
not only my opinion concerning this point. of controverfie, but. 
have by you my reafons for the fame. All thac I have now 
tofay unto you, 1s this ; The times in which wee live are perilous | 
times, in refpet of the many dangerous and defperate opgntons char’ 
are now abroad deftruStive co the life of godlinefle, which our 
Bapti(me-tyes unto, and pending to the ruine of Chriltian Religion, 
and difturbing of Church and Stare if che Lord from heaven by his 

G 2 mighty: 


| 
| 


© 


Pp“ 6. line 33.for Mountaine, réad Mountague. for which incertaine 


4.27 for in lerufalem,.lerufalem. P.20.line ult,for the concerning, c. vead,the 


=. ty power wer doth not rebuke this {piric of errour that is now 
wert yea, itis afad prefape tha preat 


han over this Land, for che prevenmring of the which, wecughc 
3 to beput upon rhe duties of fatttng and prayer, 
watchfulneflein them, che meanes that God himfelfe hath appoin- 
ced for the diverting of his wrath, and co thefe duties we ought to 
the uttermoft of our power ro) apodly life, and a haly conver. 
fation, as we have covenanted by our baprifme, that fo wee ma 
fer forth praifes of hymrrhat hath called: us our of darknefie 
into his matvellous light ; knowing that the grace of God, that 
falvation, hathappeared to all men, teaching us, chat de- 
nying and worldly lults,we fhould live foberly, righte- 
oufly, and gédly in this prefent world, looking for the blefied hope, 
and the glorious appearine of che great‘God, and our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, which that yowand Land all fuch as feare his‘Name may doe, 
and for ever perfevere with all conftancy in the truth, is the daily 


prayer of him a 


“That loves you for out Matters fake, 


‘Joun Bastvvics. 


> 


at 


and bonds, r, within certaine Precin@isand bounds. P.8.4.16.for for- 
ced,y.fed. wor, thisy.chis mana. P.20— 


places aDove quoted all the doubt 1s concemming the Major which being. 


HONOUR 


LONDON-APPRENTICES: 


EXEMPLIFIED, 

Ina briefe Hiftoricall Narration ; Containing maap 
Heroicall a€tions done by ( fome in particular,the ceft 
jm generall) Prentices of che moft renowned and 

truly honeurable of 
_Lenden,both at home and abroad. 


publifbed, by a cowbat himfalfeance 


24 


Ia long, fore-paf, prefenc,and moderne tints. 
Ul 3 Git 
4. ‘ 


